Guidelines for Abstracts

Wildlife Conservation – Fall 2009
You are responsible for writing a number of abstracts this semester.  An abstract is a brief summary of a scientific manuscript (journal article) and is presented as the first section in most standard scientific journals.  You will read a scientific paper in an appropriate peer-review (also called refereed) journal (see list below – see me if you have questions or need clarification) and summarize the article in an abstract.  This assignment is designed to develop your ability to critically read scientific papers, to familiarize you with the format and style of scientific writing, and to improve your attention to detail (a beneficial skill regardless of your major). 

Abstracts must be formatted correctly (see example below) or they will be rejected.  You must include your name, the abstract number, and the due date of the abstract on the first line.  The second line must list the type of article (Local/State/Regional Journals; Taxon-Specific Journals; National/International (see below for examples).  Skip 1 line and provide the correct citation, including the hanging indent, for the article.  The format for the citation should follow exactly the format for the Journal of Wildlife Management.  For information on the correct format see the Manuscript Guidelines for the Journal (pg. 50, Appendix B; Available on line at http://www.wildlifejournals.org/pdf/author_instructions.pdf).  Skip one line after the citation and begin your abstract.  The body of your abstract, and only the body of the abstract, should be double-spaced.

Be sure that your abstract is written in you own words.  Do not just change the wording of the original author’s abstract (if you do this you will receive no credit for the abstract and you will not be allowed to make up the points).  You should read the entire article and summarize it in you own words!  It might be helpful to avoid looking at the original abstract while you are writing yours to reduce the temptation to plagiarize.  A photocopy of the title page and abstract of the articles you choose for each abstract is due at the time your abstract is due and must be stapled to the back of your abstract.  If the photocopy is missing or is not stapled to the back of the abstract, your abstract will be rejected.

Abstracts are due at the START of class.  If you are late for class, your abstract is late.  Late abstracts will be rejected.  If you miss a class, for what ever reason (excused or not), your abstract will be rejected (if your absence is excused, it will count against your two allowed rejections but you will not be penalized points).  If you are going to miss class, turn in your abstract early to avoid this penalty.  Additionally, take care to avoid rejected abstracts to ensure you can make up abstracts rejected due to an unavoidably missed class.

Rejected abstracts:

You will have only two chances throughout the entire semester to make up rejected abstracts.  You will receive no credit for any rejected abstract after your second rejected abstract.  To receive credit for a rejected abstract, all errors must be corrected and the abstract must be turned in before class begins, one week from the date it was returned to you.  Include both the original abstract (with my comments) and the corrected version to receive credit.  You will be penalized 10 percent for a rejected and corrected abstract.  If none of your abstracts are rejected you will have 5 points added to your final abstract grade.   

When writing your abstracts, write them as if you were the person who conducted the research.  For example, use “I found that squirrels dance about in fits of joy if given very large nuts”, not “the author found that squirrels dance about in fits of joy if given very large nuts”.  The body of your abstract should not be more that 300-400 words and should briefly provide any necessary background information (introduction) and tell what was done (methods).  List the results in more detail and explain what the results mean (results and discussion).  A conclusion sentence is nice to provide closure.

Refer to the class syllabus for information on the types and numbers of articles that you are to use for your abstracts.

Choosing your articles is very important.  Do not select articles simply because they are short (only select articles that are > 7 pages in state/regional journals and >= 6 pages in taxon specific and national journals).  Make sure all of your articles are fairly current (no articles older than 1990).  Get your articles from the library (not online).  The current periodicals section is a good place to look.  Select articles with topics that are of interest to you personally and that will allow you to write a good abstract.  If you have any questions regarding the acceptability of an article, ask me before you begin your abstract. 

***NOTE: I will assign an article for your first abstract; you will select the remaining 7 articles using these guidelines.

Some suggested journals (not a complete list):

Local/State/Regional Journals:


Southwestern Naturalist


Prairie Naturalist


Texas Journal of Science


American Midland Naturalist

Taxon-Specific Journals:


Journal of Mammalogy


Auk


Condor


Journal of Herpetology

Copeia


Herpetological Review

National/International (non taxon specific):


The Journal of Wildlife Management


Wildlife Society Bulletin


Ecology


Canadian Journal of Zoology


Ecological Applications


Conservation Biology


Biological Conservation


Journal of Range Management


Oikos


Oecologia

Raymond S. Matlack; Abstract #1;  19 August 2009
Taxon-specific journal

Matlack, R. S., G. A. Kaufman, D. W. Kaufman, and B. R. McMillan.  2002.  Long-term dynamics of Elliot’s short-tailed shrew (Blarina hylophaga) in tallgrass prairie.  Journal of Mammalogy 83: 280-289.  
Elliot's short-tailed shrews (Blarina hylophaga) were studied in tallgrass prairie at the Konza Prairie Biological Station, Kansas.  Based on sampling of 14 permanent traplines from autumn 1981 to spring 1999, relative abundance was high in autumn but very low in spring (<0.1 shrews/trapline).  Interannual variability in abundance in autumn was large with a range 0.1-7.0 shrews/trapline.  Relative abundance of shrews in autumn was correlated positively with precipitation, soil moisture, and depth of plant litter and correlated negatively with proportion of area burned and maximum temperature.  Two variables, precipitation and amount of litter, accounted for 87% of the variation in abundance of shrews in autumn.  Ambient moisture and a well-developed litter layer that ameliorates microclimatic extremes appear to be the most important factors influencing the abundance of shrews in tallgrass prairie.

***NOTE: Do not include your name in the citation for the articles – in the above example, my name occurs there only because I was an author on the manuscript I used for this example!




Example Abstract:








