Prospective RN to BSN Degree Students

TO:

FROM: WTAMU Department of Nursing
The Department of Nursing at West Texas A&M University (WTAMU) is pleased to know of your interest in our online completion program for students/nurses who already hold an active, unencumbered RN license. As a
professional nurse, continuing to pursue a BSN and MSN are valuable goals, and we appreciate that you are
considering WTAMU.
West Texas A&M University is a member of The Texas A&M University System and is the primary source for higher
education, research and service for the upper Texas Panhandle region. In recent years, West Texas A&M University’s
RN-BSN degree track program has been recognized in numerous educational rankings publications including
U.S. News and World Report and #1 Most Affordable on TopRNtoBSN.com. The nursing program at WTAMU serves
hundreds of transfer colleges across the country and has received nearly 50 national rankings since 2014. ADN RNs
who are interested in a quality nursing education that is accessible, flexible and affordable choose WTAMU!

Quality Nursing Education
.



WTAMU’s RN-BSN degree track is fully accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education
(CCNE)*. The program is approved through the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Texas
Board of Nursing. *The baccalaureate degree program in nursing at West Texas A&M University is accredited by the
Commission of Collegiate Nursing Education (http://www.ccneaccreditation.org).



Mrs. Colleen Peace is the Assistant Department Head for Alternative Programs and is the coordinator of the
RN Completion Program. Mrs. Peace holds a Master of Science in Nursing (MSN), with an emphasis in
Nursing Informatics. Additionally, Mrs. Peace holds a Post-Master’s Certificate in Nursing
Education, as well as a Post-Master’s Certificate in Online Education. The RN nursing faculty
includes quality instructors with as much as 20 years of nursing education experience.



The RN to BSN nursing program’s focus is to educate RNs about the nursing role related to a Baccalaureate
nursing education. Focused learning will be on Caring, Therapeutic Nursing Intervention, Communication, and
Critical Thinking. BSN nursing courses include such topics as leadership, management, cultural competencies,
research and biostatistics in healthcare. The BSN education also prepares students for an advanced
level nursing education, should they choose to pursue a master’s level education in the future.
Contact Information: Mrs. Colleen Peace, Coordinator, 806.651.2635;
or Janeth Stewart, Nursing Admission Counselor, 806-651-2654;
Nursing@wtamu.edu

Accessible and Flexible
The RN-BSN degree track is completely on-line with three entry opportunities which include fall, spring, and
summer semesters. The program may be completed in as little as 12 months for a full-time enrolled student or
a customized sequence specific to a student’s schedule needs. (Not all courses are offered every semester, so
we will customize a plan of study that best suits your specific schedule needs.) Admission to the University and
the Nursing Department is relatively easy. See Steps for Moving Forward section for details.
Practical or clinical experience to apply new knowledge in several of the courses is achieved by simulated
scenarios, case studies, or mentored experiences. There are no pre-scheduled clinical hours or campus
attendance required.

Affordable

WTAMU offers a very reasonable standard tuition and fees cost, for both in-state and out-of-state RN-BSN
students. To review the approximate Cost of Attendance, access the webpage;
http://www.wtamu.edu/business-office-cost-of-attendance.aspx
Additionally, RN-BSN degree students (who have applied for scholarships) will receive a special $225 per
RN to BSN course scholarship for the 10 required RN to BSN nursing courses (beginning SP19), resulting
in a tuition cost as low as $8,250 for Texas residents completing in one year. This scholarship includes the
RN-BSN/MSN pathway students and the Out-of-State students. Standard University tuition rates apply to
core/nursing pre-requisite courses.
WTAMU also has numerous financial aid programs and other scholarship opportunities.
http://www.wtamu.edu/student-support/financial-aid.aspx

Why a Baccalaureate Nursing Education?
“Baccalaureate nursing programs encompass all of the course work taught in associate degree and diploma
programs plus a more in-depth treatment of the physical and social sciences, nursing research, public and
community health, nursing management, and the humanities. The additional course work enhances the student’s
professional development, prepares the new nurse for a broader scope of practice, and provides the nurse with a
better understanding of the cultural, political, economic, and social issues that affect patients and influence
healthcare delivery. For more than a decade, policymakers, healthcare authorities, and practice leaders have
recognized that education makes a difference when it comes to nursing practice.”
https://www.aacnnursing.org/News-Information/Fact-Sheets/Impact-of-Education
A BSN degree for an RN can:
• Lead to advancement into management and other healthcare career positions
• Create more opportunities for higher wages in more diverse fields
• Create greater employment potential across the state and nationally
• Prepare students to enter Master of Science in Nursing programs
Thank you for considering West Texas A&M University’s RN-BSN degree track. We are confident we can offer
you a quality RN-BSN education that is flexible and affordable. We look forward to partnering with you to
continue your nursing education!
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West Texas A&M University
Advising Services Degree Checklist
2019-2020

Nursing—For Registered Nurses

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Department of Nursing - OM 313; 651-2630

BSN.NURS.RN (718)
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Steps toward moving forward with admission to WTAMU


APPLY TO THE UNIVERSITY: The University admission application process is explained at:
http://www.wtamu.edu/admissionshub/default.aspx. (University application fee is payable on-line.)
o Request the official transcripts from all higher education schools attended be sent to WTAMU.
o The Admissions Office will make a decision regarding your university application and complete
your university admission process. Providing appropriate unofficial transcripts could potentially
expedite your admission acceptance.
o The Admissions Office will prepare an Official Transfer Equivalency Report for all courses that you
have taken at other colleges or universities.
o NOTE TO FOREIGN STUDENTS: If you do not have U.S. citizenship or permanent residency, you must
make application to the University through the International Student Office, located in SUB 107B, (806) 6512073.



APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NURSING FOR ADMISSION: The application to the RN to BSN
track can be accessed on-line at West Texas A&M University: Nursing (RN) Track. Click on Application
for the RN-B.S.N. degree link to access the RN to BSN Nursing Application. A non-refundable $50 nursing
application fee must accompany your application to the Department of Nursing. When paying by check, please write
your driver’s license number in the memo section on the check.)

Please send your completed RN to BSN application to the address on the application.
o The nursing application deadlines to start coursework are the University registration deadline
dates listed on the website prior to each semester (FA, SP, SU).
o Applicants must be a graduate of an accredited ADN or diploma school program.
o Applicants must hold an active, unencumbered license as a Registered Nurse with the state in
which they practice.
o Completion of a criminal background check is required on all applicants before admission to the
nursing program; (students with a new RN license less than one year are exempt, or fingerprint license
renewal proof within the last year). WTAMU maintains an agreement with Castlebranch.com, who will
provide the necessary background check at an approximate charge of $40.75. The background
check must be requested and the date completed noted on your nursing application.
o Provide proof of CPR and immunizations as required by the Texas Department of Health; Texas

Administrative Code,

Rule §97.64 Required Vaccinations for Students Enrolled in Health-Related and Veterinary
Courses in Institutions of Higher Education



GET ADVISED, GREEN-LIGHTED, AND REGISTERED FOR COURSES
o Once you have been accepted as a WTAMU student, and your Nursing Department application is
received, you will be assigned an academic adviser.
o Your adviser will review your core academic credits and advise you on what courses they suggest
in order to move forward with the BSN degree requirements.
o A recommended plan of study will be created with your adviser with a schedule that meets the
pace that is best suited for your specific needs.
o You will also be requested to file an official degree plan with the College Dean’s office.

Your acceptance into the program will be based upon completion of the application requirements as well
as your academic progress.
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Important Additional Information
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF NURSING
Application to the Department of Nursing RN to BSN track can be made after completion of approximately
48 hours of core curriculum.
 The applicant must be a licensed registered nurse in good standing with the Board of Nursing or obtain
registered nurse licensure with three (3) months of graduation from an associate degree or diploma
program.
 Criminal background checks are required for students who have a nursing license more than one-year old,
or if it has been longer than 1 year since your RN license renewal with a fingerprint.
 Credit for previous nursing course work and practice knowledge will be held in escrow until successful
completion of the final course in the RN degree completion program. See the degree checklist for RN
degree completion.
PROGRESSION AND GRADUATION
















A degree plan must be filed with the dean of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences after 30 hours
have been completed.
A minimum grade of "C" must be maintained in all biology, chemistry, psychology, mathematics, and
nursing courses. Progression will be determined on an individual basis for a student who earns a grade of
"D" or below in a nursing course.
Of the final 36 hours toward a degree, 30 hours must be residence credit. (CLEP, Challenge and
correspondence courses are not resident credit courses.)
Students must comply with all rules and policies as set forth in the Department of Nursing Handbook and
in the West Texas A&M University Code of Student Life.
Students who withdraw before the 12th class day (fourth class day for summer sessions) will have a record
of the semester on their transcript with a notation, "Student withdrew without earning credit (date)."
Students withdrawing after the 12th class day, but before midterm, will receive a grade of "X" (withdraw
passing).
Students leaving the University without making arrangements to withdraw through the Office of the
Registrar will automatically receive an "F" in all classes.
RN-BSN degree students (Major Code 718) are required to complete in-residence 30 hours of NURS
courses, all of which are upper division. The minimum requirement of 39 hours of advanced credits is met
with the completion of 30 NURS credits, as described above, with the remaining 9 credits of upper
division being waived.
The previous page is an unofficial degree checklist; it is not a degree plan. A student should request an
official degree plan in the office of the Dean of the College of Nursing and Health Sciences after
completion of 30 hours of academic course work. (Not doing so will prevent a student from registering.)
Financial Aid and Scholarships are available. Priority eligibility for scholarships each year is February 1 for
the upcoming academic year. Applications are available on the web at:
West Texas A&M University: Scholarships
The RN-BSN Degree track includes the holding of a block of nursing credits in escrow until the final
WTAMU nursing course is successfully completed. Because the NCLEX-RN is a nationally recognized
examination for basic nursing knowledge and skills, any person who has successfully been licensed as a
Registered Nurse through the passing of this examination will be granted 34 escrow credit hours.

WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF NURSING
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSING STUDENTS

Required Vaccinations

Schedule for Vaccinations

Tetanus-diphtheria, Toxoid
(Td/Tdap)*

One (1) dose of tetanus-diphtheria toxoid (Td) or tetanus-diphtheria toxoid with adult pertussis
(TdaP) is required within the last ten (10) years.

MMR;

Mumps*

Measles; Students who were born on or after January 1, 1957, must show, prior to patient contact,
acceptable evidence of vaccination of two (2) doses of measles-containing vaccine administered
since January 1, 1968. (The Center for Disease Control recommends, individuals born before
January 1, 1957, have one dose of Measles vaccine prior to patient contact).

Rubella*

Rubella; Students must show, prior to patient contact, acceptable evidence of vaccination of one
(1) dose of rubella vaccine.

Measles*

Mumps: Students who were born on or after January 1, 1957, must show, prior to patient contact,
acceptable evidence of vaccination of one (1) dose of mumps vaccine.
Hepatitis B*

Students shall receive a complete series (3 doses) of hepatitis B vaccine prior to the start of direct
patient care or show serologic confirmation of immunity to hepatitis B virus.

Varicella (chickenpox)*

Students shall receive two (2) doses of varicella vaccine unless the first dose was received prior to
thirteen years of age. Provide healthcare provider documentation of disease or Titer of immunity.

TB Test - Mantoux

Annual TB test. (If a student is past-positive, the results of the last chest X-ray are required.)

Annual Influenza Vaccine

Students will be required to have an annual flu vaccine.

CPR Documentation

Current CPR certification documentation.

Effective January 1, 2012, SB 1107 requires all students (under age 22 or living on campus) entering an institution of higher education (public and private) to either
receive a vaccination against bacterial meningitis or meet certain criteria for declining such a vaccination before the first day of the semester. For information and
waiver options regarding this university requirement: http://www.wtamu.edu/student-support/bacterial-meningitis.aspx
For more information, see the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention dated December 26, 1997, Vol. 46, and
the Supplement to Hospital Infection Control, January 1998; or call the Department of State Health Services, Immunization Division, 1-800-252-9152.
*See Texas Administrative Code, Title 25 Health Services, Part 1 Department of State Health Services, Chapter 97 Communicable Diseases, Subchapter B
Immunization Requirements in Texas Elementary and Secondary Schools and Institutions of Higher Education, Rule §97.64 Required Vaccinations for Students
Enrolled in Health-Related and Veterinary Courses in Institutions of Higher Education, effective April 1, 2004.

CastleBranch.com

----------Student Instructions-----------

Background Check
West Texas A&M University Nursing Dept. has chosen CastleBranch.com as an approved source for your background check.
About CastleBranch.com
CastleBranch.com is a service that allows students to order and purchase their own background check. The results of your background check are
posted to the CastleBranch.com website in a secure, tamper-proof environment where the student, as well as the school, can view the background
check.
Ordering Instructions
1.
Go to http://www.Castlebranch.com and click on “Place Order”.
2.
In the Package Code box, enter package code: ES85BC.
3.
The cost is $40.75 with the payment options provided
Retrieving Results
Background Check: Once your order is submitted, you will receive a confirmation email containing a password to view the results of your
background check. Please include the date completed on the Nursing Department application. When your background check is complete,
you can view a copy at CastleBranch.com by entering your email address and the password. The results should be completed within 3-5 days.
For additional assistance, please contact the Service Desk at 888-734-4263 or visit https://mycb.castlebranch.com/help for further information.

