University Staff Council Minutes
Approved
1. Jack Schiller began discussion at 2:00 pm on February 17, 2009.  
2. The following members were present and welcomed.    
Members in attendance were:

	Council Member         Term
	Category
	Present
	Meetings Held Since Appointment
	Meetings Attended Since Appointment

	Banks, Carla                  2010
	4
	Y
	10
	7

	Behrens, Jon                  2010
	1
	Y
	10
	7

	Cochran, Montana          2010
	4
	Y
	10
	6

	Giard, Carol                   2010
	6
	Y
	10
	6

	Haugen, Chance (Tres.)     2010
	1
	Y
	10
	10

	Johnson, Sidnye             2009
	3
	Y
	21
	17

	Kimsey, Karl                   2010
	3
	Y
	10
	4

	Odell, Meri Lyn               2009
	1
	N
	18
	14

	Payne, Mendy (Vice Pres.)    2009
	4
	Y
	18
	14

	Porter, Andrea               2009
	5
	Y
	21
	17

	Pranglin, Roxie               2009
	1
	Y
	21
	18

	Schiller, Jack (Pres.)          2009
	7
	Y
	31
	25

	Seymour, Max (Past Pres.)   2008
	1
	Y
	46
	39

	Sparks, Carrah               2010
	5
	Y
	10
	5

	Stevens, Scott                2010
	7
	Y
	6
	6

	Womble, Lynsee (Sec.)      2010
	5
	Y
	10
	8


       II.
     Approve Minutes:
· Montana moved to accept the January minutes, Carla 2nd, motion passed.  

III. Treasurer’s Report (Chance):
· Student Affairs has deposited $100 in our account for “I Caught You Caring.”  We will get another $100 from the Buff Gold Card Office. 

· It looks like we have paid out everything for Spring 2009 Tuition Assistance.  
· Jack – They charged us for 2 watched last month and Jack has been talking to Gary Barnes to fix that. 
IV. New Business:
· Employee of the Month (Roxie) 

· The EOM reception will be February 19, 2009 at 10:45 am for Debbie Carter.  It will be in the Activity Center Room 109.
· Leadership Scholarship (Carla)
· There were 64 applicants for this scholarship.  It was a difficult decision and a daunting task! 
· The first time the committee met (Carla, Montana, Carol, and Andrea), they got the pool down to 20.  Most of the applicants did not meet the criteria.  They finally got the pool down to 3.

· The scholarship is $500/year and the account currently has $2130.12.  Students can receive this scholarship for up to 8 semesters – we are committed to the student that we pick until they graduate unless their GPA falls below the requirement. 

· Carla recommended that we just give one scholarship this year – we don’t want to run out of money.  Mendy moved that we just give one scholarship, Scott 2nd, motion approved. 

· Andrea, Montana, and Carol read the applications for the 3 final applicants.  They kept the names a secret.  Staff Council voted: Candidate A received 3 votes; candidate B received 10 votes; candidate C received 2 votes.  We chose Victoria (Tori) Trella, Theresa Trella’s daughter.  

· Carla will make sure that the green form for the scholarship is filled out this year. 

· Student Appreciation Mexican Pile-on
· Yvonne Wieck set the date for April 14, 2009. 
· Chance said that last year it cost $6.99/person.  Right now the cost for this year is $7.89/person but Aramark wants to raise it to $8.89/person. 

· Our scholarship committee is in charge of this event.  

· Development matches the money that we make from this. 

· Texans Caring for Texans (Max)
· It is currently a work in progress. 
· The committee wants to have it in the Alumni Banquet Hall because it is bigger. Max needs to talk to Dr. O’Brien about this because Dr. O’Brien may want to have it in the Fine Arts Complex again. 

· Summer Tuition Assistance (Jon)
· We currently have $32,920.95 in debt in our Tuition Assistance Account.  Last fall our Tuition Assistance Committee estimated that we would be $36,000 in debt by now. 
· The average spent on Tuition Assistance for the past three summers is $18,000.  If we have Tuition Assistance this summer, we will be in about $50,000 debt.  The number of people that used Tuition Assistance the past three summers:

2008 – 61 (39 dependents); 2007 – 72; 2006 – 71. 

· We have been told to get out of the red in this account.  If we don’t award Tuition Assistance this summer, and put the money from our Foundation Fund (32,374.53) in the Tuition Assistance account, we will basically be at zero. 

· Max recommended that we don’t do anything to pay off the debt until we have been told in writing that we are responsible for getting out of the red. 

· Jon asked us to think about suspending Tuition Assistance this summer so that we will not be in even more debt.  We will vote on this issue next month. 

· Elections

· We will conduct elections after April 1, 2009.  

· Next year they are planning to realign the EEO codes. 

V. Old Business
· I Caught You Caring
· This year 309 people we nominated for the first time (66 Faculty members) with a total of $618 put on Buff Cards.  
· Last year we only had 243 nominated for the first time (45 Faculty members). 
· Jack asked Dr. Hansen if the Faculty Senate could give us $100 to help cover the cost of the Faculty members but apparently Faculty Senate does not have a budget.  Dr. Hansen offered to collect money from the Senate but Jack respectfully declined. 
· Thank you to Sidnye and the committee! 
· Blood Drive
· 216 unites were collected this time even though the Bloodmobile broke down one day. 
· Door Prizes for General Staff Meeting
· We do not have the money this year to buy door prizes. 
· If we want to hand out door prizes, the members of Staff Council need to start asking businesses for donations. 
VI. Other Business

· The March meeting lands during Spring Break.  We were afraid that we would not have a quorum present since a few of the Staff Council members are planning on being gone the whole week of Spring Break.  We have decided to move the meeting to March 10, 2009. 
ADJOURNMENT:

      Jon moved to adjourn our meeting at 3:15PM, Roxie 2nd, motion passed.  
Next meeting:  March 10, 2:00 PM, JBK Room 11
Submitted by Lynsee Womble

