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Academic Regalia

The baccalaureate gown is black with pleated front panels. The master’s gown is black with 
very long sleeves and includes a distinctive hood. The doctoral gown may vary in color and 
is distinguished by velvet panels around the neck and down the front of the gown. Three 
horizontal velvet bands in black or the color representing the appropriate degree mark the 
doctorate. In America, the doctoral hood is the most colorful feature of academic regalia. 
Master’s degree candidates wear a black hood bordered with a band of velvet in the color 
representing the degree received, while the hood is lined with the colors of the granting 
institution. At West Texas A&M University, the lining is maroon and white.

Colors represent the degree earned:
 Agriculture .......................................................................................maize
 Arts ..................................................................................................white
 Business administration and professional accounting ..........................tan
 Education ........................................................................................... blue
 Fine arts ..........................................................................................brown
 Music ..................................................................................................pink
 Science ............................................................................................... gold
 Nursing  .........................................................................................apricot

For bachelor’s degree candidates, the cap with colored tassel indicates the degree earned:
 B.A.A.S. and B.A ............................................................................white
 B.B.A. ................................................................................................drab
 B.F.A. ..............................................................................................brown
 B.G.S. ................................................................................................. blue
 B.M. ...................................................................................................pink
 B.S. ..................................................................................................... gold
 B.S.N. .............................................................................................apricot

Academic Mace
The mace is derived from a weapon used in medieval times. It was a heavy club with a
spiked metal ball at the end used to smash an opponent’s armor. It was often borne by a
bodyguard to protect a king or person of high status in processions. Through the years, the
mace has changed from a weapon into a purely ceremonial symbol of office. Maces are
currently used in the U.S. House of Representatives and in many academic and ecclesiastical
processions. The academic mace is carried by a senior member of the faculty.

Academic Banner
The banner was developed from a type of Roman cavalry flag, which was a rectangular piece
of cloth attached to a crossbar fastened to the head of a spear. This type of standard was 
eventually adopted by the Roman emperors and held a large flag of silk embroidered in gold. 
The banner in medieval times was a heraldic flag that indicated the presence of a monarch, 
prominent person or commander. Throughout the years, it has been adapted to represent a 
variety of institutions and normally bears the symbol of the institution.




