  

	I.        Course: “Multicultural Child and Adolescent Literature” 
           EDRD 6344.70, 3 graduate credits (Online) 
           Fall Semester, 2007
           West Texas A & M University 
  

II.       Instructor:     Dr. Suzanne S. Monroe 
                                Professor of Reading, Division of Education 
                                Old Main, Room # 434 
                                Telephone: 651-2607 (Desk/Voice Mail) 
                                E-mail address: http://www.wtamu.edu/~smonroe send email through course container only
                                Faculty Web Page:                            
                              Office Hours: Tuesday, 1:00-5:00 p.m.
                                                   Wednesday, 1:00-5:00 p.m.                                                                                Thursday, 10:00-12:00 p.m. 
  

III.  Required Texts:    
Using Multiethnic Literature in the K-8 Classroom by Violet J. Harris, Editor. Second Edition. 
                                  Norwood, Massachusetts: Christopher-Gordon Publishers, 1997. 

                                  
Multicultural Vocies in Contemporary Literature:  A Resource for Teachers by Frances Ann Day 
                                  Portsmouth, New Hampshire:  Heinemann Publications, 1999. 
  

IV. Course Description:  Exploration of various genre of literature written for elementary and secondary students.  Equity issues of gender, age, race, ethnicity, disability and language diversity will be explored through children's literature.  Attention to award-winning literature, social change, curriculum revision, research, and instructional strategies designed to enrich all content areas; integration of instructional technology.  Emphasis on literature-based reading programs, and empowerment of authors and illustrators of diverse language and cultural backgrounds. 

 V.  Major Objectives of the Course: 

1.  To become familiar with the great wealth of multicultural trade books currently available, and to use guidelines for diversity and equity in making quality selections  for home, school, and library collections. 

2.  To understand the theoretical basis for literature-based reading programs, and to become familiar with major approaches and successful practice. 

3.  To recognize the issues of empowerment through language: oral tradition, authorship in text and illustration, developing young authors, classroom publishing, and visiting authors. 

4.  To participate in review of relevant research related to sexism, racism and ageism in children’s trade books.  Also to be aware of inequities in both authorship and content in the classical “canon” of young adult and children’s literature. 

5.  To review and read contemporary trade books that are positive and equitable in presentation of persons-regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, language, age, class, exceptionality or religion. 

6.  To become familiar with new publications and publishing companies those provide a global, multicultural, inter-generational, bilingual and diverse linguistic perspective. 
  

VI.  Instructional Approaches: 

Students will have the opportunity to become familiar with a variety of instructional approaches: internet research and web site evaluations, chats, bulletin board opportunities, individualized research of authors and illustrators, and power point presentations. 

Professional resources will include guidelines and material from International Reading Association (IRA), National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE), and Children’s Literature Assembly (CLA/NCTE). 
  

VII.  Course Requirements: 

1.  Evaluation of Web Sites--20 points.  Using the suggested list of web sites provided with each unit, select four (4) children's literature web sites that are informative, practical and exciting. A format for narrative comments is available in Unit 3.  This format includes sections on copyright/update, author or organization webmaster, web site design, personal opinion and comments.  Make sure that your comments on web site design are substantial and that your personal response is meaningful.
Web site evaluations are due at midterm--Monday, October 8; these should be attached in the “website evaluation” section under lesson.

2.  Reading Response Log--30 points.  This log should represent the breadth of each individual's research and reading of trade books (picture books or chapter books) related to our text reading and bibliographies, and will include 10 entries of your choice.  Using a visual format as well as text, convey the significance of this publication to the field of multicultural children's literature (meaning, theme, or issue).  Include in the narrative discussion:  title, author, illustrator, publisher, copyright, ISBN number, genre, current library location of book, brief summary, in-depth personal response, and suggested use of the book in classroom setting.  Provide a rationale for selections and organization at the beginning of the reading response log.  These logs should focus on publications from 1980 to date, representing a variety of genre and obtained from school, public or college library collections rather than personal collections.  Be sure to include a duplicated visual copy of the book cover or outstanding illustration carrying meaning.  A text format is included in the "Evaluation" section of Unit 4; see this unit for details of the assignment. 

Reading Response Logs are due on Monday, November 5; these may be attached as an attachment in the “Reading Response log” folder under lesson, mailed through the postal service, or brought by my office if you are on campus. 


 3. Final Exam/Project:  In-depth Author/Illustrator Study--40 points.  This experience provides the student with an opportunity for research and resource development related to one published author or illustrator.  Each student is to prepare a research paper of 10-12 pages (APA or MLA), a newsletter/hand-out for distribution to class, and a Power Point presentation.  Students are encouraged to make selections by October 1 in order to have sufficient time for research, location of resources, use of inter-library loan and preparation of final paper and electronic presentation.  Power Point presentations, newsletters and research papers are due on December 3, and should be hand-carried to my office in OM 434 or mailed through the postal service: Dr. Suzanne Monroe, Division of Education, Box 60208, WTAMU, Canyon, TX 79016. 


4.  Participation Credit (bulletinboard assignments and chats to be arranged)--10 points.
VIII.   Summary of Requirements:               
                                                                 Evaluation of Web Sites       20 points 
                                                                 Reading Response Log         30 points 
                                                                 Author/Illustrator Study        40 points
                                                                 Participation Credit               10 points                                              
                                                                 Total:                                   100 points 
  

IX.  Evaluation/Assignment of Final Grade: 

     90-100 points--A 
       80-89 points--B 
       70-79 points--C 
       60-69 points--D 
         0-59 points--F 
  

XI. Participation Policy:  Chats and bulletin board postings to be assigned. 
  

XII. American Disabilities Act: West Texas A & M University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified persons with disabilities.  This university will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity.  It is the student’s responsibility to register with Disability Support Services, and to contact the faculty member in a timely fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations. 

XIII.  Copyright:
Copyright 2007.  Suzanne S.  Monroe.  As to this syllabus and all instructional material; materials may not be reproduced without the written consent of Suzanne S. Monroe.  Students are prohibited from selling (or being paid for taking) notes during this course to or by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of Suzanne S. Monroe.

XIV.  Scholastic Dishonesty:
It is the responsibility of students and instructors to help maintain scholastic integrity at the University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty.  Commission of any of the following acts shall constitute scholastic dishonesty:  acquiring or providing information for any assigned work or examination from any unauthorized source; informing any person or persons of 
the contents of any examination prior to the time the examination is given in subsequent sections of the course or as a makeup; plagiarism; submission of a paper or project that is substantially the same for two courses unless expressly authorized by the instructor to do so (2000-2001, CODE OF STUDENT LIFE, Rules and Procedures for Students, West Texas A&M University.
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