EDRD 4386/5386:  “Secondary Reading in the Content Area”

EDRD 4304:  “Reading Skills in the Content Field”
I. Course Information:  3 undergraduate/graduate credits

 West Texas A&M University




  Fall Semester, 2007

II.  Instructor:
Dr. Suzanne S. Monroe, Professor of Reading



Office:  Old Main 434



Email address:  within course container only



Phone:  (806) 651-2607 (desk and voice mail)



Office Hours:  Tuesday: 1-5 p.m.





Wednesday: 1-5p.m.

                                                 Thursday, 10-12 noon

III. Texts (required):

Secondary School Literacy Instruction:  The Content Areas (Ninth Edition)

by Betty D. Roe, Barbara D. Stoodt-Hill, and Paul C. Burns. New York:

Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007.

Annual Editions: Critical Reading in the Content Areas (First Edition) by 

Glenda Moss. Dubuque, Iowa:  McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2005.

IV. Course Description:

Prerequisite:  EDPD 3340, EPSY 3341 and admission to and retention in WTAMU 

Teacher Education Program; pass TSI.  Development of reading skills and abilities in 

middle school and secondary content area classroom.  Emphasis on cognitive processes,

questioning strategies, study skills and comprehension of expository text.  Demonstrate

knowledge of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, and related recent research to

instruction and implications in the classroom.  Fall, spring, summer.  

V. National Standards/Objectives for Language Arts/ Reading:

The following standards were jointly developed in 1996 by the National Council for Teachers of English and the International Reading Association:

1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information: to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment.  Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 

2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience.

3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and other texts, and their understanding of textual features (sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).       

4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

5. Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.  

6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and nonprint texts.

7. Students conduct research on issues and interest by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems.  They gather, evaluate, and synthesize date from a variety of sources (print and nonprint texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.

8. Students use a variety of technological and information resources (libraries, data bases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

9. Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles.

10. Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English language arts and to develop understanding of content across the curriculum.

11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

Professional Resources and Guidelines:

State Board of Educator Certification (SBEC)

Texas Education Agency (TEA)

International Reading Association (IRA)

Texas State Reading Association (TSRA)

National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE)

Texas Council for Teachers of English (TCTE)

Professional Organizations by Content Area (Agriculture, Art, Business Education,   

   Language Arts, Foreign Languages, Human Ecology, Mathematics, Music, Physical    

   Education and Health, Science, Social Studies, and Technical Education).

VI. Course Requirements:

A.  Student Pages—post within the first two weeks of semester.  Provide a brief biosketch, your “content area” focus, current general geographic location (city, state within or location outside U.S.), plans for teaching level, other information regarding your previous experiences in education or related field, and personal information that 

you deem appropriate for your professor’s and colleagues’ review (required; no points).

B. Article Critiques—due by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, October 2.  Read and critique

four (4) journal article reprinted in Annual Editions:  Critical Reading in the Content Areas. Critiques should be at least two pages per critique, double-spaced, 12-point font.  Select any four articles from the text which are most interesting, informative and practical to your content area and field of endeavor.  The format for article critiques is provided in the “assignment formats” drop down under “Lessons.” It will also be provided in the “Evaluation” section of Unit 1.  Please be consistent and complete in providing the narrative with numerals and category headings for best organization; use “bold” to establish each section.  Send through the “assignment 2” drop down under “Lessons.” Be sure to include your name and content area focus. (40 points)

C. Web Site Evaluations—due by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, October 30.  Select any five (5) web sites that are informative and practical to the work in your content area; these may

be sites that have been suggested in “Learning Activities” of each of the weekly units,

or may web sites that are your educational favorites and will continue to be useful and

informative to your development of content area curriculum.  Please include your name

and the appropriate content area in the “Title” and as a “Header” (upper right corner)

each page of your submission.  A format for web site evaluations is provided in the 

“assignment formats” drop down under “Lessons.”  The format will also be provided

in the “Evaluation” section of Unit 2.  Web evaluations should be at least one full page,

single-spaced, 12-point font; use additional pages as appropriate.  Your response must

be substantial in the sections related to web site design/ease of navigation.  The format

should be well-organized and include numerical and category headings; please “bold”

these for ease of reading. (30 points)

D. Edublog—due by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, December 4. These are to represent your personal and professional interest and accomplishments in your content area.  Throughout this semester, we will see a variety of examples of edublogs developed by teachers and librarians as well as undergraduate and graduate students, so you will have many examples of high quality blogs and much resource material for development of your own edublog.  This assignment will assist you in learning more about edublogs, which are now being used by middle and high school teachers to encourage student research and writing.  It can be a fun as well as challenging undertaking!  In order to facilitate your development of your content-specific edublog, I would encourage you to consider including the following:

(1) a photo of yourself and biosketch that includes your content area focus and 

     educational philosophy

(2)  your web site evaluations (previously submitted)

(3) a comprehensive list of your recommended web sites and appropriate linkages

(4) references to articles and resources that support your content area (these may include 

      resources from Annual Editions or Houghton Mifflin resources related to Roe text).

(5)  photographs, music/audios and video clips that support your work as a pre-service    

      teacher in a specific content area.

(6) professional journal format may be included, but is not required.

(7) email or bulletin board posting site for interactive communication.

You will be posting your Edublogs on December 4; and they will be accessible to your professor as well as your classmates for reading and response.  (30 points).

VII. Summary of Requirements:  

Article Critiques

40 points

Web Site Evaluations

30 points

Professional Edublog 

30 points

Total:                                    100 points

VIII. Evaluation/Assignment of Final Grade:

90-100 points—A

80-89 points—B

70-79 points—C

60-69 points—D

0-59 points—F

IX. Participation Policy:  Discussion Forums (Chats and Bulletin Board postings will be

minimal and appear later in the semester).

Graduate Credit (EDRD 5386) only:  

X. Graduate Credit:  For graduate credit, students must also submit a research paper of 8-10 pages (including the cover page and complete bibliography) due by 5 p.m. on Friday, December 7.

Use APA or MLA Style as your format.  I would suggest that you select a

research topic that may evolve from your review of articles in Annual Editions
            or one of the following areas that are very current in terms of the research


      being conducted by other classroom teachers, librarians or university faculty:

*The Power of Edublogs for Adolescent Learners


      *Adolescent Boys As Readers


      *Adolescent Boys As Writers

 You may wish to use “ERIC” or other research databases through Cornette


        Library; you may also use interlibrary loan to access books that may apply              

              to your topic.  I would suggest 6-8 original source documents as the basis

              of your paper.  I am happy to conference with you in person or by email

  (within the container) regarding your potential research topic. The research      

  paper is due on Friday, December 7.

	Disability Statement:
West Texas A & M University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified persons with disabilities. This University will adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student's responsibility to register with Student Disability Services, VHAC 218, and to contact the faculty member in a timely fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations. 

	Copyright:
Copyright 2007. Suzanne S. Monroe. As to this syllabus and all instructional material; materials may not be reproduced without the written consent of Suzanne S. Monroe . Students are prohibited from selling (or being paid for taking) notes during this course to or by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of Suzanne S. Monroe. 

	Scholastic Dishonesty:
It is the responsibility of students and instructors to help maintain scholastic integrity at the University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty. Commission of any of the following acts shall constitute scholastic dishonesty. This listing is not exclusive of any other acts that may reasonably be said to constitute scholastic dishonesty: acquiring or providing information for any assigned work or examination from any unauthorized source; informing any person or persons of the contents of any examination prior to the time the examination is given in subsequentsections of the course or as a makeup; plagiarism; submission of a paper or project that is substantially the same for two courses unless expressly authorized by the instructor to do so. (2000-2001, CODE OF STUDENT LIFE, Rules and Procedures for Students, West Texas A&M University). 

A complete statement regarding scholastic dishonesty can be found in the Student Code of Life at http://www.wtamu.edu/academic/facultyhb/page/appr.htm#Appendix XVII—Scholastic Dishonesty 

	Evacuation Statement:
When you receive notice to evacuate the building, please evacuate promptly but in an orderly manner. Evacuation routs are posted in various locations indicating all exits, outside assembly area, location of fire extinguisher, fire alarm pull stations, and emergency telephone numbers (651-5000 or 911). In the event an evacuation is necessary; evacuate immediately; do not use elevators; take all personal belongings with you; report to outside assembly area and wait for further information; students needing assistance in the evacuation process should bring this to the attention of the instructor at the beginning of the semester. 

	Chemical and Equipment Safety Statement:
Safety is everyone's responsibility. Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) are provided for all chemicals used in this class. MSDSs provide information about physical properties, health risks, fire explosion data, and other important information associated with these chemicals. Before handling or using a chemical, you should refer to the MSDS for that chemical. It is your responsibility to inform the instructor in writing of any health conditions that may prevent you from safely using a chemical (pregnancy, auto immune deficiency, etc.). It is also the responsibility of the student to report any spill or problems found while storing or using a chemical. If you are unsure about a chemical, always ask. If you see any unsafe condition, notify your instructor immediately. If you are unsure about the proper and safe operation of any piece of equipment, ask your instructor for proper instruction. All injuries, spill of materials and unsafe conditions must be reported to the instructor immediately. 



  
  

