EDRD 6340: Foundations in Reading (formerly EDRD 5540) 

I. Course Information:   3 graduate credits 
                                       West Texas A & M University 
                                       Fall Semester, 2006 

II. Instructor:                Suzanne S. Monroe, Ph.D., Old Main #434 
                                       Phone: 651-2607 (Desk and Voice Mail) 
                                       E-mail Address: smonroe@mail.wtamu.edu 
                                       Office Hours:  Monday, 4-7 p.m. 
                                                                Tuesday, 2-6 p.m. 
                                                                Wednesday, 1-4 p.m. 

III. Text:      Theoretical Models and Processes of Reading (Fourth Edition) 
by Robert. B. Ruddell, Martha Rapp Ruddell and Harry Singer, Editors. 
Newark, Delaware:  International Reading Association, 1994. 

IV. Course Description: 

Theoretical models of the reading process, historical perspectives on reading 
instruction and language learning. Provides an understanding of the construction 
of reading theory and its relationship to instructional practices. Survey of 
research and theory in behaviorism, constructivism, psycholinguistics, and 
sociolinguistics as influences on current reading practices; integration of 
instructional technology. 
  

V. Competencies related to ExCET Examination for Reading Specialist (59): 

759.001          Understand normal oral language acquisition and development. 

Includes stages and factors in acquisition and development, and theories and 
their application in various situations.
759.0002          Understand normal literacy acquisition and development 

Includes stages and factors in acquisition and development, and theories and 
their applications in various situations.
759.003          Analyze factors that influence reading development. 

Includes sociological, physiological and educational factors.
759.004          Understand models and dimensions of the reading process. 

Includes specific models, types of models, and dimensions of the reading 
process, and their characteristics.
759.005          Understand decoding processes. 

Includes the roles of phonemic awareness, phonics, structural analysis, 
sight words, and context in decoding.
759.006          Understand comprehension processes. 

Includes the roles of prior knowledge, inference skills, metacognition, and 
recall of text-explicit information in comprehension.
759.007          Understand the structure of the English language. 

Includes phonemic, morphemic, semantic and syntactic features of English.
750.008          Understand the structure of narrative text. 

Includes simple story elements, elements of complex narrative structure, and 
types and characteristics of narrative text.
759.009          Understand the structure of expository text. 

Includes types and characteristics of informational text, and structure used in 
given examples of expository writing.
759.040          Understand research in reading. 

Includes sources for current research, criteria for evaluating research, current 
trends in reading research and instruction, and ways that the reading specialist 
can apply current research.
VI. Professional Resources and Guidelines: 

      International Reading Association (IRA) 
      Texas State Reading Association (TSRA) 
      National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE) 
      Texas Council for Teachers of English (TCTE) 
      National Association for Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
      Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) 
      Children’s Literature Assembly (CLA/NCTE)
VII. Course Requirements: 

1.     Evaluation of Website Resources4 web sites, total:  20 points. 
Select four web sites (from the previous list of professional organizations as 
well as web sites included in learning activities) which you found most exciting 
and practical. A format of questions to think about is included in evaluation 
section of Unit 2.  Use this format as a basis for narrative comments including 
sections on copyright and update, author/organization, website design, 
personal opinion and comments. Use more than one page for narrative as 
needed.  Submit by 9 a.m. on Monday, October 9.
2.     Article Critiques3 articles, total:  30 points. 

Select three articles from the articles included in your textbook, which may 
be selected from the list of "required readings" for each unit, included on the 
Main Page; or may be any article not included in "required readings." 
The format for article critique is also included in evaluation section of Unit 3. 
Using the suggested format, develop extensive comments in all sections; your 
paper should be from 2-3 pages in length.  From the articles provided in the text, 
choose three that are the most interesting, exciting or practical for you.   Submit
article reviews via "file upload" by 9 a.m. on Monday, October 30.
3.  Final Exam/ Final Research Paper-50 points. 

Select one of the contemporary global leaders in language and literacy 
education for your in-depth study, selected from the attached list. 
Complete research on professional life, educational practices, theoretical 
frameworks, and research agenda(s) which have impacted the field of reading. 
Much of the paper will be devoted to a review of literature, but should be introduced with a rationale for choice and concluded with implications for your own professional practice. Be sure to include anecdotal narratives and other biographical background. 

The list provided in the text (pp. 10-13 and 17-21) represents some great suggestions 
for study; base your final selection for research on your own interest and excitement in studying about the individual and his/her publications.  Format for the paper should be APA or MLA, 12 point font, double-spaced, 10-12 pages, complete with parenthetical citations and bibliography.

Place papers in a protective cover or file folder.  Papers are due by 5 p.m. on  Friday
December 8; hand-carry or mail by regular mail rather than forwarding as an attachment with email or file upload as downloading and printing become very cumbersome. 

VII. Summary of requirements: 

      Website Evaluations                   20 
      Article Critiques                         30 
      Final Research Paper                 50 

                                       Total:      100 points
VIII. Evaluation and assignment of final grade: 

      90-100 percent          A 
      80-89   percent          B 
      70-79   percent          C 
      60-69   percent          D 
      0-59     percent          F
X.  Suggestions for selection of Contemporary Global Leaders in Reading: 

Richard Allington
Richard Anderson
Nancy Atwell
Kathryn Au
Carolyn Burke
Lucy Calkins
Brian Cambourne
Courtney Cazden
Jeanne Chall 
Noam Chomsky
Marie Clay 
Harvey Daniels
Delores Durkin 
Emilia Ferreiro 
Paulo Freire 
Donald Graves 
Kenneth Goodman
Yetta Goodman
M.A.K. Halliday 
Jerome Harste
Shirley Brice Heath 
Donald Holdaway
Vera John Steiner
Stephen Krashen
Louis Moll
P. David Pearson
Gay Su Pinnell
Louise Rosenblatt
Regie Routman
Robert Ruddell 
Patrick Shannon 
Harry Singer
Frank Smith
Elizabeth Sulzby
William Teale
Roach Van Allen
Lev Vygotsky 
Dorothy Watson 
Gordon Wells 

Monroe (8/06) 

	Disability Statement:

West Texas A & M University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified persons with disabilities. This University will adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student’s responsibility to register with the Disability Support Services and to contact the faculty member in a timely fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations.

	Copyright:

Copyright 2006. Suzanne S. Monroe.  As to this syllabus and all instructional material; materials may not be reproduced without the written consent of Suzanne S. Monroe. Students are prohibited from selling (or being paid for taking) notes during this course to or by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of Suzanne S. Monroe.

	Scholastic Dishonesty:

It is the responsibility of students and instructors to help maintain scholastic integrity at the University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty. Commission of any of the following acts shall constitute scholastic dishonesty. This listing is not exclusive of any other acts that may reasonably be said to constitute scholastic dishonesty: acquiring or providing information for any assigned work or examination from any unauthorized source; informing any person or persons of the contents of any examination prior to the time the examination is given in subsequent sections of the course or as a makeup; plagiarism; submission of a paper or project that is substantially the same for two courses unless expressly authorized by the instructor to do so. (2000-2001, CODE OF STUDENT LIFE, Rules and Procedures for Students, West Texas A&M University). 

A complete statement regarding scholastic dishonesty can be found in the Student Code of Life at http://www.wtamu.edu/administrative/ss/code/code/css/code_17.html 

	Evacuation Statement:

When you receive notice to evacuate the building, please evacuate promptly but in an orderly manner. Evacuation routs are posted in various locations indicating all exits, outside assembly area, location of fire extinguisher, fire alarm pull stations, and emergency telephone numbers (651-5000 or 911). In the event an evacuation is necessary; evacuate immediately; do not use elevators; take all personal belongings with you; report to outside assembly area and wait for further information; students needing assistance in the evacuation process should bring this to the attention of the instructor at the beginning of the semester. 

	Chemical and Equipment Safety Statement:

Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) are provided for all chemicals used in this class. MSDSs provide information about physical properties, health risks, fire explosion data, and other important information associated with these chemicals. Before handling or using a chemical, you should refer to the MSDS for that chemical. It is your responsibility to inform the instructor in writing of any health conditions that may prevent you from safely using a chemical (pregnancy, auto immune deficiency, etc.). It is also the responsibility of the student to report any spill or problems found while storing or using a chemical. If you are unsure about a chemical, always ask. If you see any unsafe condition, notify your instructor immediately. If you are unsure about the proper and safe operation of any piece of equipment, ask your instructor for proper instruction. All injuries, spill of materials and unsafe conditions must be reported to the instructor immediately. 


