Syllabus for EDEC4385-70

	Instructor: 
	Dr. Suzanne S. Monroe [ Professor ] 


	Email: 
	Please send email through course container only.


	Webpage: 
	http://www.wtamu.edu/~smonroe 


	 


	Office Address: 
	Old Main 434 


	Office Phone: 
	(806)651-2607 


	 

	
	Office Hours: 
	Fall, 2007:

Tuesday, 1:00-5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 1:00-5:00 p.m.
Thursday, 10-12 p.m.



	Course Title:

EDEC 4385. 70 "Program Development in Early Childhood Education" 

	Course Goals:

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE: Beyond the shared goals of the early childhood field, every program for young children should establish its own goals in collaboration with families. All early childhood programs will not have identical goals; priorities may vary in some respects because programs serve a diversity of children and families. NAEYC believes that all high quality, developmentally appropriate programs will have certain attributes in common. A high quality early childhood program is one that provides a safe and nurturing environment that promotes the physical, social, emotional, aesthetic, intellectual, and language development of each child while being sensitive to the needs and preferences of families. Resources from professional organizations include: National Association for Education of Young Children (NAEYC), Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI), International Reading Association (IRA), Reggio Emilia Children, Merrill Palmer Institute, High Scope Research Foundation, and American Academy of Pediatrics. 

	Course Requirements:

1. JOURNAL ARTICLES-due by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, September 18.

Read and critique three (3) journal articles from Annual Editions. Critiques should be to at least two pages per critique, double-spaced, 12-point font. Note the topic guide on pages xii-xiv of Annual Editions, which may prove useful in the selection of articles for review. Choose those articles which are most interesting, informative and practical to you. The format for article critiques is provided in Unit 1.  Please be consistent and complete in providing the information by category. Use the numbers and headings provided on the format to introduce each section. Send via "Assignment 1" under Lessons (30 points).  An "X" will be placed in the grade book to indicate receipt of the submission by the deadline.  Points will be deleted for late submissions.  Posting of grades and comments will be available no earlier than one week following the deadline.


2. WEB SITE EVALUATIONS-due by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, October 16.

Using the suggested web sites provided in "learning activities" of each unit as the basis for your research, select four (4) web sites that are informative and practical. A format for narrative comments is included in Unit 1; this includes sections on copyright/update, author/ organization, web site design, personal opinion and comments. Use at least one full page for narrative, 12 point font, single spaced; use more pages as needed. Be especially complete in your narrative of web site design and ease of navigation, as well as personal comments. Include numbers and headings from the format to introduce each section.  Send web site evaluations via "Assignment 2" under Lessons. (20 points). 


3. OBSERVATION/ DOCUMENTATION FROM ONE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM SITE-due by 9 a.m. on Tuesday, November 13.

Students will observe program operations, children's play and learning, routines and scheduling at one area early childhood program site early in April, date to be finalized later; these observations will be further supported by a visit with the director who provides tour/ observation. A format will be provided for your observation, which should then be written in a comprehensive narrative of at least 3 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font. Send these materials via "Assignment 3" under Lessons. (25 points). 


4. FINAL EXAM/PROJECT:  LITERACY BACK PACK--due by 5 p.m., Friday, December 7. 
Students will develop a literacy suitcase or back pack for one of the following ages:  3-4 year old, kindergarten, first grade, second grade. The backpack or suitcase will be used by children and their parents in the home, and should be substantial in content.  It is best to develop a theme that is appropriate to the age, and include 5-7 selections of high quality children's literature (personal or library copies may be used).  

Also include an introductory letter to parents regarding time frame for use and return, suggested extended activities and materials, a reading response log for parents and child, a checklist of backpack contents, and creative miniature accessories to support the theme. Contents should be safe, sturdy, and colorful. These backpacks are to be hand-carried to my office, OM 434, on Friday, December 7, or mailed so that the materials reach my office by that date.  The backpacks will be graded and ready for pick up on Thursday, December 13 (25 points).

Mailing address:  Dr. Suzanne Monroe, Division of Education, WTAMU, Box 60208, Canyon, TX  79016.  

	Learning Objectives:

COMPETENCIES ADDRESSED: 

01. Self-concept and self-esteem. The early childhood teacher understands the development of self-concept and self-esteem in young children and can create a learning environment that provides opportunities for children to develop a sense of achievement and competence. 

04. Promoting an understanding of diversity. The early childhood teacher understands how young children develop an awareness of similarities and differences among individuals and groups, and can provide learning experiences that promote young children's appreciation and respect for all individuals and groups. 

07. Emergent literacy. The early childhood teacher understands processes related to emergent literacy and can use this understanding to develop a classroom culture that fosters a positive disposition toward literacy and encourages the emergence of literacy. 

08. Language development in native speakers of other languages. The early childhood teacher understands how having a home language other than standard English affects children's diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds to facilitate their English language development, as well as to enhance all children's awareness of the diversity of languages and cultures. 

13. Personal health and safety. The early childhood teacher understands young children's needs related to personal health and safety, and knows how to provide children with opportunities to learn about and apply personal health and safety practices. 

14. Interdisciplinary connections/instruction. The early childhood teacher understands interrelationships among the content areas, recognizes skills and concepts that may be applied across the curriculum, and can use this knowledge to enhance children's thinking and their ability to understand the world. 

17. Social studies concepts and principles. The early childhood teacher knows how to promote children's cognitive development and their understanding of their world through active exploration of social studies concepts and principles. 

21. Assessment. The early childhood teacher understands how to use a variety of assessment strategies to monitor young children's progress in achieving outcomes and to plan learning activities in all domains. 

22. Structuring the learning environment. The early childhood teacher understands how to structure space and time to create safe, stimulating, and developmentally appropriate indoor and outdoor learning environments. 

23. Group management. The early childhood teacher understands how to use developmentally appropriate group management strategies to provide an atmosphere that enhances learning. 

24. School-home relationship. The early childhood teacher knows how to establish and maintain strong school-home relationships and can work effectively with primary caregivers to address young children's needs and promote their development in all domains. 

25. Materials and resources. The early childhood teacher understands how various types of materials and resources, including current technology, can be used in early childhood classrooms to support learning in all domains for all children. 

	Course Description:


Program development in early childhood programs which focuses on parent involvement concepts and strategies, diversity of language and cultural communities, innovations in program design, global/international program models, personal health and safety issues, child abuse and neglect issues, field-based observations in local early childhood programs. 

	Methods of Evaluation Employed:


Article Critiques (3) 30 points;
Web Site Evaluations (4) 20 points;
Observation Narrative  25 points;
Literacy Back Pack  25 points (Final Exam/Project)

Total: 100 points 

Framework for final grade determination:

90-100 points-A 
80-89 points-B 
70-79 points-C 
60-69 points-D 
0-59 points-F 

	Faculty Comments:

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Swiniarski, L.B. and Brietborde, M.L.  Educating the Global Village:  Including the Child in the World.  Second Edition.  Upper Saddle
River, New Jersey:  Merrill/Prentice Hall, 2003.

Paciorek, K. M. Annual Editions: Early Childhood Education, 2006-2007. Guilford, CT: Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, 2007.



	Disability Statement:

West Texas A & M University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified persons with disabilities. This University will adhere to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student's responsibility to register with the Disability Support Services and to contact the faculty member in a timely fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations. 

	Copyright:

Copyright 2007. Suzanne S. Monroe. As to this syllabus and all instructional material; materials may not be reproduced without the written consent of Suzanne S. Monroe . Students are prohibited from selling (or being paid for taking) notes during this course to or by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of Suzanne S. Monroe. 

	Scholastic Dishonesty:

It is the responsibility of students and instructors to help maintain scholastic integrity at the University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty. Commission of any of the following acts shall constitute scholastic dishonesty. This listing is not exclusive of any other acts that may reasonably be said to constitute scholastic dishonesty: acquiring or providing information for any assigned work or examination from any unauthorized source; informing any person or persons of the contents of any examination prior to the time the examination is given in subsequent sections of the course or as a makeup; plagiarism; submission of a paper or project that is substantially the same for two courses unless expressly authorized by the instructor to do so. (2000-2001, CODE OF STUDENT LIFE, Rules and Procedures for Students, West Texas A&M University). 

A complete statement regarding scholastic dishonesty can be found in the Student Code of Life at http://www.wtamu.edu/academic/facultyhb/page/appr.htm#Appendix XVII—Scholastic Dishonesty 

	Evacuation Statement:

When you receive notice to evacuate the building, please evacuate promptly but in an orderly manner. Evacuation routs are posted in various locations indicating all exits, outside assembly area, location of fire extinguisher, fire alarm pull stations, and emergency telephone numbers (651-5000 or 911). In the event an evacuation is necessary; evacuate immediately; do not use elevators; take all personal belongings with you; report to outside assembly area and wait for further information; students needing assistance in the evacuation process should bring this to the attention of the instructor at the beginning of the semester. 

	Chemical and Equipment Safety Statement:

Safety is everyone's responsibility. Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) are provided for all chemicals used in this class. MSDSs provide information about physical properties, health risks, fire explosion data, and other important information associated with these chemicals. Before handling or using a chemical, you should refer to the MSDS for that chemical. It is your responsibility to inform the instructor in writing of any health conditions that may prevent you from safely using a chemical (pregnancy, auto immune deficiency, etc.). It is also the responsibility of the student to report any spill or problems found while storing or using a chemical. If you are unsure about a chemical, always ask. If you see any unsafe condition, notify your instructor immediately. If you are unsure about the proper and safe operation of any piece of equipment, ask your instructor for proper instruction. All injuries, spill of materials and unsafe conditions must be reported to the instructor immediately. 



  
  
  



