Course Syllabus:

EDRD 3301  
(3 Undergraduate Credits)
· Course: "Teaching Reading Through Children's Literature" 
West Texas A & M University; Spring Semester, 2007
.
· Instructor: Suzanne S. Monroe, Ph.D. 
Division of Education, Old Main #434 
Telephone: 651-2607
Email: smonroe@mail.wtamu.edu 
Office Hours: To be arranged

  

· Required Text:   

Essentials of Children's Literature by Carol Lynch-Brown and Carl M. Tomlinson and. Fifth Edition. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 2005. 

·   Course Description: Techniques and methods of teaching reading through the use of children's literature. Emphasis on genres, author and illustrator studies, multicultural and international publications, and historical and contemporary publishing trends. Criteria for building an equitable and balanced collection for home, classroom, and library.   

· Course Purpose: To provide an overview of historical and social forces shaping contemporary children's literature. Emphasis will be on genre, authors and illustrators, and issues in literature-based reading programs; global and multi- cultural literature resources; transactional approach to reading based on constructivist and psycho-sociolinguistic research and theory. 

Professional resources will include guidelines and material from International Reading Association (IRA), National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE), National Association for Education of Young Children (NAEYC), Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) and Children's Literature Association (CLA). 

  

· Major Objectives of the Course: 
  

1. To become more familiar with the wealth of contemporary children's literature currently being published as well as the more traditional classics in the field. 
  

2. To recognize and apply specific criteria for evaluating the various genre in children's literature. 
  

3. To understand the social and cultural values that literature promotes through language, text and illustration. 
  

4. To become aware of the wide variety of resources which facilitate appropriate selection and evaluation of trade books (picture books and chapter books). 
  

5. To become more knowledgeable of the personal and professional background of major authors and illustrators who continue to influence the field of children's literature. 



  

· The following competencies related to Domain I (English Language Arts) of the ExCET Examination will be addressed in this course:    

OO3. Instructional strategies. 
The elementary teacher understands and applies a variety of methods, materials, approaches, and classroom organization strategies used for language arts instruction. 

OO8. Children's literature: 
The elementary teacher is familiar with a wide variety of children's literature, understands its uses in the classroom, and applies such knowledge to the selection, appreciation, and critical evaluation of literacy works. 

O18. Multicultural perspectives. 
The elementary teacher understands the role of multicultural perspectives in language arts education and plans activities to promote understanding and appreciation of cultural diversity. 

O19. Recent developments and issues. 
The elementary teacher is familiar with recent developments and issues in language arts education. 

In addition, competencies from Domain I (Understanding Learners), Domain II (Enhancing Student Achievement), and Domain III (Understanding the Teaching Environment) will be integrated into the course of study. The instructor will also integrate the study and use of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) related to this course and the teaching of reading in the elementary school settings. 
  

· Instructional Methods: 
    

Students will have the opportunity to become familiar with a variety of transactional approaches: "drop everything and read" and "grand conversations" as well as read-aloud, reading buddies, booktalks, collaborative groups, audio/video visits with authors and illustrators, reading response log, and in-depth research of one author-illustrator of choice. 
  

· Course Requirements: 
  

1. In-depth Author/Illustrator Study--50 points. The experience provides an opportunity for research and resource development related to one author and/or illustrator. Each student is to prepare a paper of 8-10 pages; a Power Point and oral presentation of approximately 10 minutes; a one-page newsletter for distribution to the class; and an author corner of trade books and visual supports. Papers and presentations will be scheduled at the end of the semester. 
    

Students are encouraged to make a selection for study early in order to have sufficient time for research, use of inter-library loan resources and preparation for presentation. 
  

2. Midterm -- 25 points (TBA) 
  

3. Final Exam -- 25 points (TBA) 
  

  

Summary of Requirements:  

	Author/Illustrator Study
	50 Points

	Midterm
	25 Points

	Final
	25 Points

	Total:
	100 Points


4. Evaluation and assignment of final grade: 

90-100 percent--A 
80-89 percent--B 
70-79 percent--C 
60-69 percent--D 
0-59 Percent--F
· Attendance Policy: Students are expected to attend class regularly. Excessive absence and/or tardiness may affect your final grade. Special arrangements must be made with instructor for any extended absence due to illness or family emergency. 
  

· American Disabilities Act: West Texas A&M University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified persons with disabilities. This University will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student's responsibility to register with Disability Support Services, and to contact the faculty member in a timely fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations. 


   Considerations for Author/Illustrator Study: 
  

1. Rationale or reasons for your choice of a particular person. 
  

2. Personal and professional background on author/illustrator. 
  

3. Individual's motivation for writing or illustrating books. 
  

4. Representative samples of text and illustration which support the individual's style or pattern of presentation. 
  

5. Samples of books which are displayed as part of the author or illustrator corner or placed on student tables for review. 
  

6. Video, slides, overhead transparencies or other visual supports. 
  

7. Personal contact with author/illustrator or publisher by letter, phone or personal interview. 
  

8. Hand-out of a one-page newsletter which provides biographical data, publications, awards, photos and/or graphics. 
  

9. Posters, charts, dramatic presentation, costume, skit or other innovation to capture audience interest. 
  

10. Audio tapes of music, interviews, read aloud, or booktalks by author-illustrator. 
  

11. Power Point of 8-10 slides. 
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