Course Syllabus:
EDRD 6345 (5545)
(3 graduate credits)
· Course: “Emergent Literacy in Family and Cultural Context”
            Spring Semester, 2006 and 2008
            Wednesdays, 5:30-8:10 p.m.
            Old Main #207 
· Instructor: Dr. Suzanne S. Monroe, Old Main #434 
            Division of Education, 651-2607 (Desk/Voice Mail) 
            Email:smonroe@mail.wtamu.edu 

            Office Hours:To Be Arranged 
· Texts:  

1. Learning to Read and Write:  Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young Children by Susan Neuman, Carol Copple and Sue Bredekamp.  Washington, D.C.:  NAEYC, 2000.

2. Much More than the ABCs: The Early Stages of Reading and Writing by Judith A. Schickedanz. Washington, D.C.:                          (NAEYC), 1999. 
3. Dual Language Essentials for Teachers and Administrators by    
Yvonne S. Freeman, David E. Freeman and Sandra P. Mercuri.

Portsmouth, New Hampshire:  Heinemann, 2005.
· Catalog Description: Emergent literacy in context of family, language community and culture. Family literacy issues and values influencing early oral language, reading, drawing-writing development. Environmental print awareness, home-school connection and developmentally appropriate practice. Survey of qualitative research in psycho-linguistics, sociolinguistics and early childhood education. Integration of instructional technology. 
· Course Purpose and Scope: To provide research and theory emphasizing emergentliteracy as a circular concept for oral and written language development in early childhood, characterized by the inter-relationship of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Readings and discussion are based on socio-psycholinguistics and developmental research of the 1980s and 1990s. Focus on qualitative research in naturalistic settings of home, school, community and culture. 

Professional resources will include guidelines and materials from:International Reading Association (IRA), National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE), Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) and National Association for Education of Young Children (NAEYC). 
· Major Objectives of the Course: 

1.To understand that language and literacy are circular rather than linear processes which develop most fully in the supportive contexts of family, school, language community and culture. 

            2.To recognize that reading begins before or at birth rather than in first grade. 

3.To understand that reading and writing are “meaning-making” processes in which individuals strive to “make sense” of print. 

4.To know that children develop environmental print awareness to varying levels of sophistication during the preschool years, depending on exposure and accessibility. 

5.To recognize that all learners develop individual “schema” as a way of processing and organizing information and experience. 

6.To appreciate young children’s drawings, scribbling, and early writing efforts as integral to the reading process. 

7.To appreciate the role of parents and the extended family as primary educators, providing continuous modeling of language as well as a particular “world view” of literacy values and behaviors. 

8.To become familiar with significant research, theory and practice related to emergent literacy; and to appreciate the influences of family, school, community, language and culture. 
· Course Requirements: 
(To be scheduled individually by students throughout the semester). 
3.Final Research Paper -- 50 points. A paper focusing on individual interest in a topic related to “emergent literacy in context of family, school, language and culture.” Paper should be formatted in APA or MLA style, and consist of 10-12 pages including bibliography. Topic should be selected by March 6, and confirmed in individual conference with instructor. Papers are due on the last day of class, Wednesday, May 1.Each student will present an overview of paper topic, significant research and implications for practice. 

            Suggested topics: 


            Environmental Print Awareness 
Family Literacy Issues and Programs 
Oral Language Development 
Early Drawing & Writing Development 
Developing Literate Environments at Home & School 
Reading – Writing Connection 
Language and Cultural Influences on Literacy 
Early, Fluent and Life-Long Readers 
Gender Differences in Reading and/or Writing Development 
International Influences in Reading and Writing Practices 
Young Authors and Classroom Publishing 
Images of Literacy in Children’s Literature 
Family Shared Reading Experiences 
Other: 
· Summary of Requirements: 
Reading Response Log    45 points 
Read Aloud                           5 points 
Research Paper (Final)     50 points  
Total:                                  100 points 
· Evaluation and assignment of final grade: 

90 – 100 percent -- A 
80 – 89 percent -- B 
80 – 79 percent -- C 
60 – 69 percent -- D 
0 – 59 percent -- F 
· Attendance Policy: 

Students are expected to attend class regularly. Excessive absence and/or tardiness may affect a final grade. Special arrangements must be made with the instructor for any extended absence due to illness, family death or emergency. 
· American Disabilities Act:  

West Texas A & M University seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for all qualified persons with disabilities. This university will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal education opportunity. It is the student’s responsibility to register with Disability Support Services, and to contact the faculty member in a timely fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations.


Monroe (1/2006) 

