UNIT 4— NATIONS AND NATIONALISM:

THE “HEAVY HITTERS”-RUSSIA AND CHINA
Russia

http://www.europeaninternet.com/russia/
English language website devoted entirely to Russian news topics.

http://www.russiajournal.com/
This English language Russian periodical focuses on economic issues and the business world in Russia.

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/rs.html
The CIA country factbook offers up-to-date demographic, political, and economic data for students interested in a variety of topics.  If you’re looking for birthrates, life expectancies, etc., this is the place to visit.

http://www.russia.com/
English language website with a useful search function and links to other sites dealing with Russian economic, social, and political subjects.

http://www.internews.ru/
Internet based news agency with links to news sites in many former Soviet republics like Uzbekistan, Belarus, Georgia, etc.

http://www.friends-partners.org/oldfriends/mes/russia/photo.html
Interested in what Russia and the former Soviet Union actually looks like?  Check out this excellent selection of photos taken in the 1990s!

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/commonwealth.html
The University of Texas’s outstanding collection of maps covering the former Soviet Union, this collection covers the period from the late 1980s to the present.

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/empire/
Another excellent collection of photographs, this site contains material dating back to the late 19th/early 20th century and the czar’s official photographers.

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/empire/
This is a great site for anyone hoping to do some research on a Russian topic.  The site contains links to map collections, online publications, books for sale, and even published reports (in English) filed by Russian administrators (see, for example, Vladimir Putin’s assessment of Russian rocket and artillery systems).

http://www.russianembassy.org/
Official website of the Russian embassy in the United States, this is a good place to find the Russian government’s official stance on a host of different issues as well as reports on recent communications between US and Russian officials.

http://www.times.spb.ru/
English language version of the St. Petersburg Times.

http://www.friends-partners.org/oldfriends/mes/russia.html
This is perhaps the best site for people who know relatively little about Russia and its history.  The website contains an illustrated history of the region as well as links to photo collections and online publications.

http://www.russiapost.com/
Yet another online English language version of a Russian newspaper.

http://www.gunlab.com.ru/
This site, maintained by a native Russian, provides up to date information on Russia’s gun laws and on the history of Russian firearms.

http://www.moscowtimes.ru/
Arguably the largest of the online newspapers in English, the Moscow Times Online is a good example of what to expect in terms of Russia’s media focus.

http://www.angelfire.com/pa/ImperialRussian/
Unlike the vast majority of websites encountered, this one deals with the more distant past—Imperial Russia and the Russian Empire from the 1600s and 1700s.

http://www.fas.org/nuke/guide/russia/
An assessment of Russia’s nuclear weapons program, from warheads to means of delivery.

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2001/eur/8331.htm
US State Department’s annual report on Human Rights practices and/or alleged abuses within Russia.  This site also addresses the state of ethnic minorities and disabled persons in Russia.

China

http://www.chinadaily.net/news/
Online English language version of one of China’s largest periodicals.

http://www.europeaninternet.com/china/
Excellent introduction to Chinese issues that might interest foreigners, this site is based not in China but in Europe.

http://www.chinaonline.com/
Another good example of an English language Chinese newspaper.

http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/index.html
Official website of the Chinese embassy in the United States, this site is a good place to go for the Chinese government’s official statements of policy and positions on both national and international issues.

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html
CIA country factbook provides the researcher with demographic data, lists of government officials, economic information, as well as a brief history and map of the country in question.  Did you know that over 500,000 Chinese are infected with HIV?  You would if you checked out this site.

http://sun.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/
This official website of the Internet Guide to China Studies is an excellent starting point for students interested in Chinese politics, history, economic practices, culture, religion, philosophy, etc.  

http://www.chinasite.com/
Outstanding site for beginning researchers, Chinasite contains a fairly exhaustive list of links to English language based sites dealing with seemingly every aspect of Chinese history, culture, politics, etc.

http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/welcome.html
Interesting introduction to Chinese history that utilizes US government publications like the Army Area Handbook.  Also contains a timeline of Chinese history.

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/
Internet version of the China Post published in Taiwan.

http://www.asterius.com/china/
Entitled “Condensed China:  Chinese History for Beginners”, this site is precisely that, and it covers the period from 2200 BC to the present.

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/china.html
Fairly extensive collection of maps maintained by the University of Texas library.  The maps cover the period from the late 1980s until to the present, and includes both thematic (e.g. population density, land usage, etc.) and city maps.

http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/
National Bureau of Statistics of China now publishes its information on this English language site.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/cd_cate1.html
http://www.chinanewsagency.com/
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
Three of China’s English language daily newspapers.

http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/toc.html
Thorough and chronological history of Chinese history; especially useful for introductory students.

http://iso.hrichina.org:8151/iso/
Website maintained by the organization Human Rights in China which, oddly enough, focuses on human rights in China!

http://www.ncuscr.org/
The National Committee on US China Relations maintains this helpful website with links to recent publications, presentations, and articles aimed at better educating Americans about Chinese history, politics, etc.

