UNIT 2— NATIONS AND NATIONALISM

IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE BALKANS
General Resources

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
The Central Intelligence Agency’s website contains a wealth of information, including an impressive map collection and links to intelligence reports from the past several years relating to terrorism, the safety of Russia’s nuclear facilities, etc.  The site also contains a section called the world factbook.  Simply select a country, follow the link, and you can access up-to-date information regarding the country’s population, economy, government, and so on.

The Balkans

http://www.balkanpeace.org/
Given the dearth of information to be found in the US mainstream media with regard to the Balkans, this site is a real treasure trove.  The Centre for Peace in the Balkans maintains the website in the effort to educate the global community and keep it informed as to developments in the always volatile region.  The website contains a photo gallery, headline archive, individual links to news dealing with each of the former Yugoslavian republics, and up-to-the-minute information concerning the ongoing war crimes trials against former Serb leaders like Slobodon Milosevic.

http://www.igc.org/balkans/
Another solid site dedicated to the Balkans.  This site contains links to specific issues (war crimes, the treatment of women, etc.) as well as to a general history of the region and a background to the recent crises.  The website also maintains links to independent media resources that span the ideological spectrum from Left to Right.

http://www.amnestyusa.org/group/balkans/
Amnesty International’s updates on human rights violations in the former Yugoslav republics.  The site also maintains a questions and answers section and a demographic/historical summary of the conflicts that engulfed the region in the early to mid-1990s.

http://www.marxist.com/balkans.asp
As its name suggests, this site approaches the Balkan conflicts from a Marxist perspective.  The question of nationalism, its dangers, and its role in fomenting the atrocities of the past decade takes center stage in this sustained critique of post-Cold War politics and societies in the region.

The Arab World

http://www.arab.net/
This is an especially helpful site if you’re interested in accessing up-to-date media coverage of the Arab World.  The site contains a section dedicated to news reported in Western publications, as well as a section to news (in English) editorials written by Arab commentators living in the Middle East.  Finally, the site contains a link to the Arab News, Saudi Arabia’s first English language newspaper.

http://www.arabworldnews.com/
Another media-focused website, this one containing links to newspapers from across the Arab World, some in English, others in Arabic.  Like the previous site, this contains no real historical overview, but rather an extensive collection of up-to-date reporting on the region.

http://www.al-bab.com/arab/women.htm
This particular section of Arab Gateway focuses extensively on the role and plight of women in the Arab World.  The website contains articles dealing with perceptions (both internal and external), the history of women in the Middle East, the debate over women’s roles in the future, what the Koran does or does not say with respect to women and society, etc.

http://www.adl.org/main_as_arab.asp
This site, maintained by the Anti-Defamation League, deals specifically with incidents and trends concerning anti-Semitism in the Arab World.  The site addresses, for example, the common myth that the 9-11 attacks were perpetrated by Zionists as a means of galvanizing U.S. support against Palestinians in particular and Muslims in general.

http://www.middleeastnews.com/ArabWorld.html
A general introduction to the modern Arab World, this site contains links to various media resources in Arab countries, maps of the Arab World, and links to each participating member of the Arab League.  In the individual country sections, you will find information relating to geography, government, key people, the economy, the military, tourism, and business.

http://www.ccasonline.org/publications/teachmodule_whoarabs.htm
An excellent introduction to the Arab World, this site caters to the uninitiated, dealing with such questions as, “What is an Arab?” and “Is the Arab World the same thing as the Middle East?”  An outstanding overview of the region, its people, its history, and its influence on the Western world.

http://www.media-arabia.org/
This site deals with the media in the Arab World, discussing the state-controlled media that long provided Arabs with their only access to information, and the impact of independent news agencies like Al-Jazeera.  The site contains articles that address the objectives underlying state-controlled media resources, as well as the obstacles facing the emergence of a truly free press in the Arab World.

The Middle East

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/mideast/cuvlm/
Columbia University’s guide to internet resources for studying the Middle East contains links to media resources, online journals and publications, bibliographies, photos and maps, and individual subjects.  The site also contains a link to the Encyclopedia of the Orient.

http://www.fmep.org/
The Foundation for Middle East Peace maintains this collection of updates on the status of Israeli settlements in disputed areas like the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  Contains as well a link to interviews surrounding the failed 2000 Camp David peace talks.

http://www.menewsline.com/
The Middle East Newsline website is devoted to military topics, including weapons, strategy, and the topic of national defense.  The most recent update, for example, contains a report on Iran’s strategic weapons program.

http://usinfo.state.gov/regional/nea/summit/
U.S. State Department’s website focusing on the Middle Eastern peace process as it relates to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/mideast/cuvlm/women.html
Columbian University’s collection of articles and links relating to women in the Middle East.

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/mideast/mideast.htm
Yale University’s superb collection of documents relating to the Middle East.  Interested in the UN Security Council Resolutions concerning the Middle East?  Want to see for yourself the text of the various post-Oslo agreements between Israel and the Palestinian Authority?  Then this site is for you!

http://www.csis.org/mideast/online.html
Full country-by-country reports on the military readiness of the nations composing the Middle East.  The site contains an extensive section dedicated to Iraq; it also maintains a series of reports relating to the US led Operation Desert Fox.

http://www.mideastweb.org/maps.htm
This collection of maps is worth its weight in gold.  Not only does the site contain up-to-date maps (which are, after all, available elsewhere), it contains historic maps of Israel and Palestine, maps of the original UN partition plan, and extensive information concerning the proposals that came out of the failed 2000 Camp David and Taba peace talks.  Finally, the site contains links to timelines and capsule histories of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

http://i-cias.com/e.o/
Encyclopedia of the Orient’s homepage.  This site contains encyclopedic entries by both country and subject.  Individual entries of people like, for example, former Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu contain timelines in addition to the standard biographical information one might expect.

http://www.israel.org/mfa/home.asp
The Israeli government’s official homepage contains extensive coverage of Israel’s side of the conflict with the Palestinians.

http://www.israel-un.org/
Official website of Israel’s permanent mission to the United Nations.  The site contains general information regarding the state of Israel, but its real focus is on UN issues/resolutions and Israel’s assessments of and positions toward each.

http://www.pij.org/
The Palestine-Israel Journal provides a good counterpart to some of the official Israeli websites.  The online publication tackles many of the same issues but from more from the Palestinians’ perspective.  The articles tend, as well, to provide information not always present on some of the other sites.

http://www.pna.gov.ps/Index.html
The Palestinian National Authority’s official homepage contains extensive coverage of the Palestinians’ side of the conflict with Israel.

http://web.amnesty.org/web/ar2001.nsf/webmepcountries/PALESTINIAN+AUTHORITY?OpenDocument
Amnesty International’s annual report on human rights violations allegedly committed by the Palestinian Authority.

http://www.amnesty-usa.org/countries/israel_and_occupied_territories/
Amnesty International reports on human rights violations allegedly committed by Israelis in the disputed/occupied territories.

