HISTORY 210 STUDY GUIDE

UNIT 4—NATIONS AND NATIONALISM:

THE “HEAVY HITTERS”-RUSSIA AND CHINA

UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. Compare and contrast the Soviet and Chinese experiences with communism.

2. Understand the roots of Russian and Chinese nationalism and how they impact both countries’ behavior today.

3. Recognize the role that external events like WWI, WWII, and the Cold War played in shaping the internal affairs of Russia and China.

4. Assess the question of whether economic liberalization can take place without accompanying political liberalization.

5. Discuss the role of personalities and individuals in shaping Russian and Chinese history.

6. Evaluate the impact of internal concerns on the foreign policies of Russia and China.

RUSSIA

TERMS

Karl Marx

Vanguard


Detente


Capitalism

Collectivization

SALT 1


Socialism

Consumer Goods

START


Proletariat

Nikita Khruschev

Afghanistan


1848 Revolutions
“Secret Speech”

Yuri Andropov


1905 Revolution
Soviet Bloc/Buffer Zone
Mikhail Gorbachev


Russo-Japanese War
Warsaw Pact


Glasnost

Czar Nicholas II
Solzhenitsen


Perestroika

Vladimir Lenin
The “New Class”

Duma

Josef Stalin

Cuban Missile Crisis

Boris Yeltsin


Leon Trotsky

Alexi Kosygin


Russian Federation


Bolshevik

Leonid Brezhnev

Chechnya


October Revolution
Brezhnev Doctrine

Vladimir Putin


Battleship Potemkin
Prague Spring

CHRONOLOGY

1848 Socialist Revolutions rock Europe

1905 Revolution

1905 Russo-Japanese War

1914-17 World War I

1917 Workers strikes in Petrograd; Lenin returns to Russia

1917 October Revolution

1918 Bolsheviks assassinate Czar Nicholas II and family

1922 U.S.S.R. formed

1924 Lenin Dies

1928 First “Five Year Plan”

1929 Stalin begins collectivization and industrialization of the Soviet Union

1933 U.S. officially recognizes the Soviet Union

1934 Soviet Union joins League of Nations

1937 Stalin purges military

1939 German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact

1940-45 World War II

1945 Yalta Conference

1947 Stalin announces that international peace is impossible in a world with both capitalists and communists

1947-48 Berlin Crisis

1949 Soviets detonate first atomic bomb

1953 Stalin dies

1956 “Secret Speech”

1956 Soviet army crushes revolt in Hungary

1957 Soviet Union launches Sputnik then successfully tests the first ICBM

1961 Berlin Wall is built

1962 Cuban Missile Crisis

1963 Sino-Soviet Split

1964 Khruschev removed from power and replaced by Kosygin

1968 Soviets invade Czechoslovakia and end Prague Spring movement

1972 Brezhnev and Nixon sign SALT 1 agreement

1978 Soviet Union invades Afghanistan

1980 U.S. boycotts Moscow Olympics

1980 Brezhnev dies

1985 Gorbachev begins calling for reforms

1988 Gorbachev becomes leader of Soviet Union

1991 Anti-Gorbachev coup thwarted by Boris Yeltsin

1991 Soviet Union collapses

1993 Russian Ministers of Parliament barricade themselves in the parliament building after Yeltsin suspends parliament; Yeltsin orders the army to storm the parliament building

1993 Communists and Ultra-nationalists make huge gains in state elections

1994 Russian army invades breakaway republic of Chechnya

1995 Communist Party wins 1/3 of parliamentary seats, giving it the majority

1996 Yeltsin reelected

1998 Russian Rouble collapses and Russia defaults on foreign loans

1999 Yeltsin resigns and is replaced by Vladimir Putin

1999 Putin sends troops back to Chechnya

2002 Russia enters NATO as (essentially) a junior member

OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the factors underlying the Soviet Union’s rise and fall in the twentieth century.  

2. Recognize the differences between Soviet-styled socialism and the ideas of Karl Marx.

3. Assess the human cost of Soviet communism.

4. Explain the failure of communism in Russia.

5. Evaluate the role that intraparty tensions had on Soviet domestic and foreign policy.

6. Discuss the reasons for the resurgence of communism and the Party’s popularity since 1991.

7. Consider Russia’s future role in the West.

OUTLINE
I. The Nineteenth-Century World

A. The Russian Empire of the Czars

1. East or West?

2. Sleeping Giant

3. The extent of modernization

4. Political realities

B. Industrialization, Capitalism, and the Marxist Worldview

1. Marx and his views

2. Influence of Marxist ideology

3. Marxism in Russia?

II. The Czarist Regime’s collapse

A. 1905 Revolution

B. Impact of Russo-Japanese War on calls for reform

C. Industrial development in Western Russia

D. World War I

E. The October Revolution

III. The Bolsheviks Take Control, 1917-1924

A. Consolidation of Power

B. Industrializing Russia

C. Creating the Soviet Union

D. Foreign Responses and their impact on Party policy

IV. Stalinization, 1924-53

A. Character Profile

B. Five Year Plans and Collectivization

1. Objectives

2. Results

3. Consequences

C. Domestic Policy

1. Welcome to Siberia, have a nice day

2. Purges

D. Foreign Policy

1. International Socialist Movement

2. Position vis a vis the Allies in WWII

3. The Buffer Zone issue

E. Conflict with the West

1. Berlin Crisis

2. Headbutting in the Mediterranean

3. Arms Race

V. Khruschev and the Great “Thaw”, 1953-64

A. Changes on the way

1. Easing domestic tensions

2. Dealing with the West

B. The Heavy Hand

1. Hungary 1956

2. Berlin 1961

3. Cuba 1962

C. The Sino-Soviet Split

1.  Implications

D. Divisions in the Party

1. Khruschev’s removal from power

VI. It’s All Downhill—From Brezhnev to Gorbachev

A. The Cold War Institutionalized

1. The Middle East 1967

2. Vietnam

3. Czechoslovakia 1968

4. The Middle East 1973

B. Consequences of the Arms Race

1. Economic

2. Social

3. Political

C. Afghanistan

D. Dead Presidents

E. Gorbachev’s Ascent

VII. The Gorbachev Reforms and the End of the Soviet Union, 1985-91

A. Assessing the Soviet Union’s ills

B. Glasnost
C. Perestroika

D. Relations with the West

E. The Fallout

F. Gorbachev makes an “end run”

1. Parliament created in 1988

2. Presidency created in 1990

G. The 1991 Coup and its aftermath

H.  Hero of the Day—Boris Yeltsin

VIII. Boris Yeltsin and the Russian Federation, 1991-99

A. Political Restructuring

B. Economic Restructuring

C. Russia slumps

D. The Communist Comeback

E. Internal struggles

1. Parliament

2. Chechnya

IX. Vladimir Putin and the Present

A. Russia, Here and Now

1. Political

2. Economic

3. Social

B. Russia and the West

CHINA

TERMS


Qing Dynasty


Guerilla Warfare


Gang of Four


Opium Wars


Republic of China


Market Leninism


Confucianism


Peoples Republic of China

The Eight “Bigs”


Legalism


Collectivization


Tiananmen


Taoism



One Hundred Flowers Campaign
Jian Zemin


Buddhism


Anti-Rightist Campaign

Hu 


Sun Yat Sen


Great Leap Forward


KMT



Backyard Furnaces


C.C.P.



Cultural Revolution


Nationalist Revolution
Red Guards


Chiang Kai Shek

Liu Shauqi


Mao Zedong


Chou En-lai


Long March


Deng Xiaoping

CHRONOLOGY
1839-42 Opium War (versus Great Britain)

1856-60 Second Opium War (versus Great Britain, France, U.S. and Russia)

1900 Boxer Rebellion

1911 Nationalist Revolution brings KMT to power

1925 Sun Yat Sen dies of cancer

1927 Failed Communist Revolution followed by purge of Leftists from KMT

1934 The Long March

1937-45 World War II

1947-49 Chinese Civil War resumes following failed U.S. peace initiative

1949 Chinese communists win control of mainland China on October 1

1950 Chinese troops enter the Korean War

1955 Taiwan Straits Crisis leads Eisenhower to sign Formosa Resolution

1957 Soviet Union secretly pledges to help China build a nuclear arsenal

1957 One Hundred Flowers Campaign 

1957-8 Anti-Rightist Campaign

1958 Second Taiwan Strait Crisis leads Khruschev to warn Eisenhower that an attack on China would be viewed as an attack on the U.S.S.R.

1958-60 Great Leap Forward

1959 Soviet Union reneges on pledge to help China obtain nuclear weapons

1960 Moscow withdraws advisors and aid from China

1963 Sino-Soviet Split

1964 China explodes its first atomic bomb

1965 Cultural Revolution begins on November 10

1967 China and Soviet Union break off relations

1967 China explodes its first hydrogen bomb

1969 Border conflict between China and the Soviet Union

1972 President Nixon visits China

1972 Chou En-lai makes gift of two giant pandas to U.S.

1974 Vice Premiere Deng Xiaoping outlines more moderate foreign policy plan

1976 Chou En-lai dies; Riots break out between Deng Xiaoping supporters and Gang of Four supporters

1976 Mao dies on September 9; Gang of Four arrested in October; Deng takes power

1979 Full normalization of relations between China and the United States

1984 Great Britain agrees to return Hong Kong to China in 1997

1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre

1997 Hong Kong returned to China

OBJECTIVES

1. Discuss the connection (if any) between economic liberalism and political liberalism.

2. Assess the role of external factors (i.e. WWI, WWII, and the Cold War) in shaping the region’s history.

3. Evaluate the importance of the cultural and economic gap between city and countryside.

4. Discuss the extent to which foreign policy is or is not dependent on internal issues.

5. Assess the successes and failures of Market Leninism.

6. Consider the role of personalities and individuals in making sense of Chinese history.

7. Compare and contrast the experiences of China with those of the Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asia, the Balkans, and the Middle East.

8. Identify the connection between developments in this region and international terrorism.

OUTLINE

I. Nineteenth-Century China

A. China in Decline

1. The Qing Dynasty

2. Western Imperialism

3. Opium Wars

4. Boxer Rebellion

B. The Rise of Chinese Nationalism

1. Sun Yat Sen and the KMT

2. The C.C.P.

C. The 1911 Revolution

1. Serious Compromises

2. Truce with the C.C.P.

II. Nationalist China, 1911-1949

A. The KMT Changes Hands

B. The 1927 Conflict and its Consequences

C. The Long March

1. Implications for the C.C.P.

2. Implications for Chinese communism

D. The Japanese Invasion, 1937

1. KMT and C.C.P. “bury the hatchet”, or do they?

2. C.C.P. wins the hearts and minds

E. Strange bedfellows—Mao a U.S. ally, 1941-45

F. Renewed Conflict

1. U.S. Mediation efforts, 1945-47

2. Civil War anew, 1947-49

G. The Communist Victory

III. Communist China, 1949-63

A. Foreign Policy

1. The Taiwan Problem

2. Alignment with U.S.S.R.

3. Role in Korea

4. Role in Vietnam

B. Domestic Policy

1. Collectivization and Industrialization

C. Maoist Incentives

1. One Hundred Flowers Campaign

2. Anti-Rightist Campaign

3. Great Leap Forward

D. The Sino-Soviet Split

E. Power Struggle within the Party

IV. Radicalizing the Revolution, 1964-76

A. Foreign Policy

1. Estrangement from Soviet Union leads to border conflict

2. Internal reasons for the Sino-Soviet conflict

3. Tensions with U.S. over Vietnam and Southeast Asia

B. Domestic Policy

1. Cultural Revolution

2. The Brezhnev Doctrine

C. Easing tensions with the U.S., 1970-73

D. Mao’s Death

1. Grading Mao

2. Subsequent power struggle in the Party

V. China Under Deng Xiaoping

A. Instituting Market Leninism

1. Results

2. Future?

B. Policy toward the U.S.

C. Cracking down on domestic criticism

1. Tiananmen Square Massacre

D. The Growing Divide Within China

VI. Zemin, the Present, and the Future

A. Prospects for Democracy

B. Chinese nationalism and the United States

C. Economic future

POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS FOR UNIT 4

1.  Despite their cultural differences, have Russia and China shared a similar history in the twentieth century?  Write an essay in which you compare and contrast, first, the reigns of Stalin and Mao, and second, the reigns of Gorbachev and Xiaoping.  Do the similarities in their experiences, objectives, and ruling styles outweigh the differences or do the differences outweigh the similarities?

2.  What caused the Soviet Union’s collapse?  Scholars still debate the central reasons for communism’s failure in the U.S.S.R.  Some historians, for example, argue that external pressures from the West and, later, China ultimately proved too much for the Soviets.  Other historians disagree, maintaining that internal divisions and tension alone were sufficient to unravel the twentieth-century’s first communist regime.  Write an essay in which you evaluate these two positions and decide what factor or factors were most responsible for the events that culminated in 1991.

3.  What is the relationship between internal and external issues?  Write an essay in which you assess the impact of China’s internal issues on its foreign policy from 1949 to 1980.  Be sure to consider as well the effect that external events had on China’s internal situation.  Do you think the connections between the two are strong or are they as often as not relatively independent of one another.  

MAP REQUIREMENTS
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO KNOW THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES FROM THE MAP POSTED ON THE WEBSITE (HTTP://WWW.WTAMU.EDU/~BVIZZINI/HISTORY210)

Russia

Belarus

Ukraine

Turkmenistan

Tajikistan

Uzbekistan

Kazakhstan

Georgia

Chechnya

Kyrgyzstan

