HISTORY 210 STUDY GUIDE

UNIT 2—NATIONS AND NATIONALISM

IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE BALKANS

UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the relationship between nationalism and conflict in the former Ottoman Empire.

2. Recognize the complexity and diversity of the “Arab World”.

3. Identify the sources of conflict in the Middle East and the Balkans.

4. Explain the connection between domestic political concerns and foreign policy objectives.

5. Assess the challenges of obtaining peace in the Middle East and in the Balkans.

6. Consider the connection between events in the area under study and the war on terrorism.

7. Understand the importance of WWI, WWII, and the Cold War in shaping the history of the Middle East and the Balkans.

THE MIDDLE EAST

TERMS

Ottoman Empire

Ba ‘th Party



Raid on Entebbe


Islam



King Hussein



Anwar Sadat


Palestine


Free Officers Revolution

Jimmy Carter


Pogrom


Gamal Nasser



Camp David Accords


Zionism


United Arab Republic


U.N. Resolution 242


Theodor Herzl


“Palestinians”



Shah of Iran


“Ugandan Offer”

Suez Crisis



Ayatollah Khomeni


Balfour Declaration

Charles De Gaulle


Hezbollah


Pan-Arab Nationalism

Palestine Liberation Organization
Islamic Jihad


The White Paper

Al Fatah



Hamas


Royal Peel Commission
Yasser Arafat



Intifada


Holocaust


Straits of Tiran


Yitzak Rabin


David Ben-Gurion

Sinai Peninsula


Oslo Accords


Menachem Begin

Golan Heights



Labor Party


U.N. Partition Plan, 1947
West Bank



Likud Party


Young Turks


Gaza Strip



Shas Party


T.E. Lawrence


The “Big Lie”



Shimon Peres


King Faisal


The Six Day War


Benjamin Netanyahu


Syrian Arab Congress, 1919
Munich Massacre


Wye Accords


Arab League


Yom Kippur War


Arial Sharon


Saddam Hussein

Mohamar Khadafy

CHRONOLOGY

1881 Pogroms in Russia lead to increased calls for Jewish immigration into Palestine—Zionism

1882 France and Great Britain battle for control of Suez Canal; Britain’s victory leads to the establishment of a protectorate in Egypt

1890s Zionist movement gains momentum under Theodor Herzl’s leadership

1903 Great Britain’s “Ugandan Offer” splits the Zionists

1908 Young Turk Rebellion

1915 Great Britain actively encourages Arab nationalism

1917 Balfour Declaration

1919 Syrian-Arab Congress places King Faisal (ally of T.E. Lawrence) on throne of Greater Syria, which then declares independence; Faisal rejects idea of a Jewish state in Palestine

1920 Treaty of Sevres officially ends the Ottoman Empire

1920 French battle and defeat Faisal to regain control of Syria

1921, 1926, 1929, 1936-39 Arab uprisings in British controlled Palestine over Zionist immigration

1922 Nationalist uprisings in Egypt lead to partial independence

1920s Great Britain and France install friendly monarchs on thrones of 21 Arab states

1923 Turkey gains independence under Ataturk, who then sponsors a modernization program

1923 Shah Riza Khan leads Iran to independence

1932 Iraq gains its independence

1936 France promises Syria eventual independence

1937 Royal Peel Commission nullifies Balfour Declaration

1940-45 Holocaust

1940-45 Arab states generally side with Nazis

1945 Syria and Lebanon win independence from France

1947 U.N. Partition Plan of Palestine

1948 British Mandate ends; Israel declares independence; War erupts between Israel and its Arab neighbors

1949 Independence War ends

1950-62 Remaining Arab states gain independence

1952 Free Officers’ Revolution in Egypt ends the monarchy of King Faruq and brings Gamal Nesser to power; Egypt merges with Syria, forming the United Arab Republic

1953 Jordan’s King Hussein takes the throne at the age of 17

1956 Suez Crisis and War of Tripartite Aggression

1958 Iraqi monarchy overthrown and republic proclaimed

1961 Military coup in Syria leads to breakup of United Arab Republic

1962 Internal conflict in Yemen leads Nasser’s Egypt to battle King Faisal’s Saudi Arabia in Yemen; Arabs’ first use of poison gas against other Arabs

1963 Iraqi monarch assassinated by members of the Ba ‘th Party

1966 Syrian coup heightens tensions with Israel

1967 Six Day War

1967 U.N. Resolution 242

1970 King Hussein launches attacks on PLO

1972 Munich Massacre

1973 Yom Kippur War

1977 Camp David Accords

1979-9 Islamic Fundamentalists lead by Ayatollah Khomeni seize control of Iran; beginning of hostage crisis involving workers at the U.S. embassy

1979 Saddam Hussein comes to power in Iraq

1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War

1981 Egypt’s Anwar Sadad assassinated by Islamic radicals

1982 Israel invades Lebanon

1985 Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon

1987-91 Intifada

1990 Iraq invades Kuwait

1991 Gulf War

1993 Oslo Accords

1994 Israeli-Jordanian Treaty

2001 Second Intifada

2001 United States attacked by Al Quaida

OBJECTIVES

1. Identify the sequence of events leading to the creation of the modern Middle East.

2. Understand the connection between British and French agendas on the one hand and Middle Eastern social and political realities on the other.

3. Appreciate the diversity of the Arab world.

4. Recognize that all conflict in the Middle East does not stem from the Israeli-Palestinian issue.

5. Assess the role of internal political concerns in determining foreign policy toward one’s neighbors.

6. Evaluate the importance of Islamic fundamentalism as a political movement in the Middle East.

7. Discuss the Cold War’s role in exacerbating tensions in the Middle East.

8. Explain the obstacles to the peace process involving Israel and its neighbors.

9. Assess the question of “terrorism” and “terrorists” and how it applies to the Middle Eastern situation.

OUTLINE

I. The Nineteenth-Century “Middle East”

A. Ottoman politics

1. The Young Turks

2. Arab Nationalism

B. Emergence of Zionism

C. Demographics of Palestine

1.  Competing Claims (Religious and other) to the land

D. Implications of Jewish immigration

1.  Roots of conflict

II. World War I and the Creation of the Modern Middle East

A. Frustrated Nationalism—Great Britain and France set the agenda

1. Arab League “client” states

2. Arab resistance

B. The Zionist Factor—conflicting nationalisms and identities

C. The British Zionist Policy Transformed—the White Paper

III. Post World War II Middle East

A. Pan-Arab Nationalism Revisited

1. Internal politics

2. Regional politics

B. The Jewish Question

1. Zionists versus the British

2. Arabs versus the British

3. U.N. Resolution 181 (1947 Partition Plan)

C. The 1948-49 War

1. The Refugee Problem

2. Domestic Politics and the Failure to Establish Peace

IV. Egypt and Pan-Arab Nationalism During the Cold War

A. The Free Officers Revolution of 1952 and the Ascent of Gamal Nasser

B. Leading the Arab World

1. United Arab Republic

2. Geopolitical Neutrality

3. Suez Crisis of 1956 and the Tripartite Aggression

4. War with Saudi Arabia in Yemen

C. With Friends Like These…

1. Iraqi coup of 1963 ends possibilities of Arab Union—Syria, Iraq, Egypt

2. Syrian coup of 1966 exacerbates domestic and regional instability

3. The Role of the “Moderate” states—Jordan and Saudi Arabia

D. Egypt on the Eve of the 1967 War

V. The Six Day War—June 5-10, 1967

A. The Context

1. Syrian dilemmas 

2. Nasser’s wounded pride

3. The Cold War and the arming of the Middle East

4. The Wild Card—Al Fatah

B. “Chest Thumping” and the Closing of the Straits of Tiran

1. Israeli Concerns

2. Backed into a corner—Nasser and King Hussein

3. U.S. efforts to resolve the crisis peacefully

C. War in the Middle East!

1. The military conflict

2. The public relations component of the war

3. The “Big Lie”

4. The implications for Egypt, Syria, Jordan, and Iraq

D. Aftermath

1. Refugee problem compounded

2. Wounded pride anew

3. U.N. Resolution 242

4. Arab countries let the P.L.O. off its leash

VI. The War of Attrition and its Impact on Both Israel and its Neighbors

A. Failing Economies and Ailing Nationalism

1. Egypt

2. Jordan

B. King Hussein versus the P.L.O. in Jordan

C. Terror International

1. Munich Olympics, 1972

2. Raid on Entebbe, 1976

3. The Move to Lebanon

D. Israeli Hardliners Take the Helm

VII. The Yom Kippur War, 1973

A. Sneak Attack

B. The Superpowers become involved

C. The War’s End and Aftermath

1. Oil Embargo against the United States

VIII. Changing of the Guard—the 1970s and 1980s

A. The “Moderate” States Gain a New Leader—Egypt

1. The Camp David Accords, 1979

B. Islamic Fundamentalism Triumphant—Iran, 1979

1. Implications for Arab states

2. Implications for Israel

3. Implications for the West

C. The Arab World finds a Prospective New Leader—Saddam Hussein

D. The Iran-Iraq War

1.  U.S. role

E. Israel Invades Lebanon

IX. War and Peace in the 1990s

A. The Intifada and the Road to Oslo

1. 1987-1991 Intifada in West Bank and Gaza

2. Inter-Arab conflicts

3. Arafat Again

4. The Oslo Accords

B. The West Bank and Gaza Under the Palestinian Authority

C. Backlash in Israel

D. The Gulf War and the Myth of Palestinian Centrality

E. A Return to Terror?

X.  Looking Forward

THE BALKANS

TERMS


Slavs

Ustache


Tetovo


Muslim
Archbishop Stepinos

National Liberation Army


Catholic
King Alexandria

Tanusevci


Orthodox
Josef Tito


Crimes Against Humanity


Serbia

League of Communists


Croatia

Slobodan Milosevic


Slovenia
Kosovo Liberation Army


Bosnia

Vojislav Kostunica


Slovenia
Balkan Summit Meeting


Macedonia
Ethnic Cleansing


Montenegro
Kosovo Province


Yugoslavia
Albania

CHRONOLOGY
1867 Serbia, Montenegro, and Rumania gain independence

1878 Treaty of Berlin—Austria-Hungary takes possession of Bosnia and Herzegovina; Great Britain takes control of Cypress; Russia gains Bessarabia and part of Turkey

1914 Following Austro-Hungarian threat to absorb Serbia a Serb nationalist assassinates Austrian Heir to the Throne Franz Ferdinand

1919 Yugoslavia formed

1920s-1930s Ustache terror

1934 Ustache assassinates Serbian King Alexandria

1940-45 Croats side with Nazis during WWII; Serbians lead by Tito form the Partisans

1945 Tito establishes a communist state in Yugoslavia

1980 Tito dies and League of Communists of Yugoslavia takes control

1987 Slobodan Milosevic takes control of Serbian Communist Party

1990 Nationalist Impulses threaten to fragment Yugoslavia

1991 Slovenia and Croatia declare independence in June; Yugoslavian army invades Croatia

1992 Bosnia-Herzegovina declares independence; Yugoslavian army invades

1992 Kosovo province of Serbia declares independence; President Bush, Sr. threatens to use force if Serbs move on Kosovo

1994 Macedonian police uncover conspiracy in Tetovo to create Albanian paramilitary units

1995 Dayton Accords

1995 Macedonian government cracks down on Albanian efforts to establish their own university; Macedonian president survives assassination attempt

1997 KLA attack Serb collaborators in Kosovo

1998 NATO airstrikes against Serb targets

1998 In Macedonia the National Liberation Army begins bomb attacks of police and military

1999 78 day aerial campaign against Serb targets

2000 Despite last minute efforts to keep Milosevic in power, Montenegro boycotted elections and helped bring Kostunica to power

2000 Balkan Summit Congress welcomes Yugoslavia (Serbia) back into federation in October

2001 Rebels attack police in Macedonian village of Tanusevci in February

2001 NATO peacekeepers sent to Macedonia in Summer after problematic ceasefire and peace efforts

OBJECTIVES

1. Identify the connection between nationalism and conflict in the Balkans.

2. Assess the role of external factors (i.e. WWI and WWII) in contributing to difficulties and tension in the Balkans.

3. Evaluate the extent to which communism and Tito’s iron rule brought meaningful change and peace to the region.

4. Explain the reasons for the downward slide into violence following Tito’s death in 1980.

5. Identify the conflicting agendas of the Croats and the Serbs as well as the historical roots of such conflicting agendas.

6. Discuss the conditions under which people living in the 1990s resorted to crimes against humanity reminiscent of the holocaust.

7. Assess the significance of trying Serb leaders for such crimes against humanity.

8. Consider the prospects for lasting peace in the region and the obstacles that must be overcome in order to achieve it.

9. Compare and contrast the Balkan experience to that of the Middle East.

OUTLINE

I. The Balkans in the Nineteenth Century

A. Demographics

B. Nationalism in Small Doses

C. Frustrated Hopes

D. Balkan Wars and Conflict with the Great Powers

II. World War I Implications for the Balkans

A. The Creation of Yugoslavia

B. The Rise of the Ustache
C. Increasing Terror in the 1930s

III. World War II and Ustache Collaboration

A. The Balkan Holocaust

B. Tito’s Partisans and the Communist Party’s Ascent

C. Punishing the Offenders

IV. Imposing Peace and Taking a Third Path

A. Tito’s Internal Politics

B. Yugoslavia in the Cold War World

C. Realities of Life in Cold War Yugoslavia

V. End of an Era:  The Death of Tito and the Fall of Communism

A. Party Without a Platform

B. Resurgent Nationalism

1. Internal Divisions and Their Causes

2. Hatemongers?

C. Playing the “Race Card”

D. Slovenian Independence

E. Croatian Independence and the Beginning of War

F. War Comes to Bosnia-Herzegovina

1. Ethnic Cleansing and the Western Press

2. Kosovo’s Secession and President Bush’s Warning

VI. Cycles of Violence

A. Payback in Kosovo

1. The Kosovo Liberation Army on the Offensive

2. NATO airstrikes begin in 1998

3. Clinton tightens the screws—78 day air campaign against Serbia

B. Milosevic’s last gamble

C. Kostunica comes to power

D. Dealing with the recent past

1.  War Crimes Tribunal and the Balkan Summit Congress

VII. Ethnic Conflict Reaches Macedonia

A. Roots of Conflict

B. Chronology of Events

C. UN Peacekeepers come to Macedonia, joining others of their ranks presently in Kosovo, Bosnia, and Croatia.

VIII. Reflecting on the Balkans

POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS FOR UNIT 2

1.  
Who is responsible for the violence in the Balkans?  Write an essay in which you discuss whether former Serbian leader Slobodon Milosevic should be held entirely accountable for what took place in the Balkans from 1980 to the present.  Explore the historical roots of the recent crises, as well as the developments that resulted in the violence.  Is Milosevic entirely responsible for what happened or do other factors weigh equally heavily in terms of understanding the genesis of the conflicts?

2. Sick of watching the nightly news and its unending spin on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?  Write an essay in which you set the networks straight.  Explain how the past century’s events have brought both sides to the brink.  In assessing the way events played out, you should consider whether one side (Israelis or Palestinians) merits more blame than the other.  Also, given the number of moments in which peace actually seemed to loom on the horizon, discuss what you consider to be the principal sticking points that plunge the region into violence again and again.

3. What causes Middle Eastern instability?  Arab leaders often contend that there can be no peace in the Middle East until the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is resolved and that the region’s instability all stems from this one central issue.  Israeli leaders like Benjamin Netanyahu, by contrast, maintain that such an argument is false and that the Middle East literally bristles with inter and intra-Arab violence that has nothing to do with Israel.  Write an essay in which you assess these two positions and determine the principal cause of Middle Eastern instability.

4. Is violence in the former Ottoman Empire the result of outside meddling?  Compare and contrast the experiences of the Balkan peoples and their counterparts in the region of Palestine (modern day Israel and Jordan).  Write an essay in which you assess the extent to which the causes of violence are “homegrown”—e.g. religious differences, historical conflict, and competing nationalism—and the extent to which they are the result of foreign decisions and aims.

MAP REQUIREMENTS
DRAWING UPON THE MAPS ON PAGES H52 (BOTTOM) AND H54, BE PREPARED TO IDENTIFY THE FOLLOWING:

Slovenia


Egypt

Oman



Gulf of Suez

Croatia



Sudan

United Arab Emirates

Red Sea

Boznia-Herzegovina

Turkey

Quatar



Straits of Tiran

Yugoslavia (Serbia)

Syria

Bahrain


Persian Gulf

Macedonia (F.Y.R.O.M.)
Lebanon
Kuwait



Gaza Strip

Albania


Jordan

Iraq



West Bank

Bulgaria


Israel

Iran



Sinai Peninsula

Romania


Saudi Arabia
Afghanistan


Golan Heights

Hungary


Yemen

Pakistan


Jerusalem

