HISTORY 210:  CONTEMPORARY WORLD IN PERSPECTIVE


FALL SEMESTER 2002


DR. VIZZINI





Instructor:  Bryan E. Vizzini


Office:	403A Old Main


Hours:  T-TH  10:00-12:00 and 2:15-3:30


	M-W  9:30-11:00; 1:00-3:00; 6:00-6:30


	And By Appointment (Gladly Given!)


Telephone:  651-2419 (w); 655-1250 (h)


Email:  bvizzini@mail.wtamu.edu








Introduction


The present world is a daily dose of mystifying people, places, issues, and events.  Simply picking up a newspaper or turning on the news can provide a humbling reminder of just how little we know.  Yet, the obligation falls upon all of us to be informed and accept our civil responsibilities in helping to shape policies and actions that literally will have historic consequences.  This is why you often will hear me refer to you as historical actors.  As the course proceeds, I will place you in contact with many other historical actors—some dead, some living—and I will ask you to assess the consequences of their actions and motives.  I suspect that many of you will be surprised to learn that some of our greatest calamities as human beings stemmed from the possession of too little historical knowledge.  Bear this in mind, for in the future you too may be subject to such scrutiny and assessments.  As former president John F. Kennedy aptly remarked, “Those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”








Objectives


Familiarity with the general contours of 20th century history is an essential prerequisite to assessing what is taking place in the twenty-first century.  The present, quite simply, has its roots in the past.  For that reason, I will expect you to demonstrate a meaningful understanding of historical cause and effect with respect to the First and Second World War, the Cold War, and the individual cases that we study.  In addition to cause and effect relationships, you should leave the course prepared to discuss the importance and implications of issues such as nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, Marxism, and historical memory.  





A solid grasp of our world’s geography and how it relates to history is another key to becoming a successful historical actor.  Understanding the often-arbitrary establishment of political and national boundaries constitutes a very big first step in understanding much of the conflict you read or hear about on the news.  In addition to covering general historic contours or, we will focus on several geographic regions and examine how broader historical developments have impacted their development and shaped their present situations.





Finally, and perhaps most important to all historical actors, you should have a greater understanding of how history is produced, which is to say how people use details and “facts” to tell a coherent story.  Whether you realize it or not, you are subject to the production of history every time you open a book, read the newspaper, watch the news, or go to a movie.  The production of history is what shapes your own opinions of why things happen the way they do and how to tell the good guys from the bad.  You might think of it in the following terms—the “whos”, “whats”, “whens”, and “wheres” are fairly immutable and are supplied by the past itself; the “hows” and “whys”, by contrast, are supplied by us.  Since most of us receive over 90% of our input regarding the world around us from media sources and the internet, the importance of establishing what kind of spin accompanies the information is crucial.  
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What to Bring





An Open Mind—some of what you will learn may contradict previous information.  When this happens, take the first opportunity to ask questions about the discrepancy.  Such discrepancies are very common and result from the production of history, which, if you carefully read the Objectives below, is something with which I intend to make you familiar.


The Willingness to Ask Questions—I am here for you!  Consequently, you should miss no opportunity to ask me questions about anything.  Questions lead to discussion, which is the source of great learning.  Besides, I am not much of a mind reader, though I can sometimes decipher the looks of rapt, intrigued, charged, or lost students.  


 A Good Attitude—this one is really quite simple.  Treat your classmates with the respect and courtesy with which you would have them treat you.  I invite you to disagree with one another, the authors, the directors, and myself.  The only stipulation is that we keep discussion civil.


The Willingness to Learn—this is somewhat deceptive because it implies a level of trust between you and I.  By this I mean that there really is a method behind any perceived madness in assignments, course materials, and/or grading criteria.  What is not always apparent at the outset, often becomes so with time.  After nearly sixteen years of college education, I can assure you that I still find myself just realizing why Professor So and So made me do X.  Still, be sure to remember #2 above.  If you have any questions whatsoever, please ask.








Readings


The first major reading we will undertake is Art Spiegelman’s Pullitzer Prize winning Maus, a “graphic novel” dealing with the Holocaust.  Our next reading involves selections from Thomas Friedman’s National Book Award winning From Beirut to Jerusalem.  Friedman brings a journalist’s eye to the Middle Eastern question and his work is both stimulating and revealing.  Bernard Goldberg’s controversial Bias:  A CBS Insider Exposes How the Media Distort the News will provide the starting point for your media project (see below).  Next, we will turn our attention to Vietnam via Le Ly Hayslip’s moving When Heaven and Earth Changed Places.  The final reading, Philip Gourevitch’s We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families arguably is the most disturbing.  Dealing with the genocide that took place in Rwanda in the 1990s, and which resulted in the deaths of nearly 1/7 of the country’s population, Gourevitch’s account deals with difficult material and asks tough questions.  Finally, the Hammond World Atlas is the source from which we will draw material for three of the four map quizzes.








Additional Materials


Study guides for each of the five units we will cover this term are posted on my university website: http://www.wtamu.edu/~bvizzini.  Click on the link for “History 210” and download at your leisure.  Each of the unit study guides contains unit objectives, complete listings of terms that could turn up as identifications on the exams, timelines, lecture outlines, possible essay questions for the exams, and map materials for which you are accountable.  








Grading


Ah, yes, the most anticipated (and, I suspect, most often, if not widely, read) section of the syllabus.  I have been hanging around the halls of academia long enough to accrue more than just gray hair—I find that some students (you know who you are) are brilliant paper writers but poor or average test-takers; others breeze through exams but become sleepless insomniacs in the effort to write a paper of more than a page.  Still other students exhibit a very profound understanding of the material in question when engaged in discussion, but have difficulty translating that understanding into strong papers or tests.  Since students often have different strengths, I have attempted to provide each of you with the opportunity to do what you do best.  The overall grade for this course will be composed of the following:





ATTENDANCE—showing up for class on time is the first step in doing well.  You each receive THREE unexcused absences, but USE THEM WISELY—after three absences, I deduct one point from your final grade for each additional absence.  Missing three or fewer classes ensures that you receive full credit for this portion of your grade.  Should you miss fewer than three classes, I will also add up to three points to your final grade.





DISCUSSION (15%)—we will set aside time this semester to discuss the readings and selected issues.  Obviously, missing a scheduled discussion will have consequences for both the Attendance and Discussion portions of your grade.  You are required to turn in a one page single-space typed reaction paper for each of the readings. Failure to turn in an assigned reaction paper will result in a failing grade for that discussion session.  NOTE:  ATTENDANCE AT DISCUSSIONS IS MANDATORY.  FREEBIES (SEE ABOVE) APPLY ONLY TO LECTURE DAYS.  FAILURE TO ATTEND A DISCUSSION MAY RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE FOR THAT PARTICULAR DISCUSSION.





Grading for Discussion/Participation is as follows:


A:  Excellent—Makes creative contributions to discussions; has obviously read or watched the material carefully; has excellent (fewer than two absences) lecture attendance, and averages a “check” or higher on the reaction papers.


B:  Good—Participates instructively in discussions; has obviously read or watched the material carefully; has good (two to three absences) lecture attendance, and averages a “check” or higher on the reaction papers.


C:  Adequate—Participates superficially in discussions; may have read the material, but did so in record time and without much comprehension; has some lecture attendance problems (as many as four absences) and/or averages less than a “check” on the reaction papers.


D:  Poor—Participates on an extremely superficial level; clearly not doing the reading or paying attention to the films; serious lecture attendance problems (four or five absences) and or averaging less than a “check” on the reaction papers.


F:  Failing—Worse than poor.  More than five lecture absences and/or averaging less than a “check” on reaction papers.





MAP QUIZZES (20%)—Four map quizzes (each worth 5% of your grade) based on material contained in your Hammond Atlas and which we will preview and cover in advance of the quizzes themselves.





EXAMS (50%)—Four exams (the lowest two scores will each count as 10% of your grade, while your two highest scores will each count as 15% of your grade) based exclusively on lecture material and each with the same format:  ten multiple-choice questions, three identifications, and one long essay.  





MEDIA PROJECT (15%)—Longer writing assignment (5 pages, typed, double-spaced with standard margins).  On the second day of class I will provide a written guide concerning the project’s guidelines and expectations.  











Ground Rules 


Exhibit courtesy and civility to your fellow classmates.  Developing good social and interactive skills is as much a part of your university education as anything you learn from my lectures.


I HAVE A STRONG AVERSION TO MAKE-UP EXAMS AND QUIZZES! Consequently, make-up exams or quizzes will be at my discretion.  While I understand that “stuff” happens, please do not presume that I will automatically permit a make-up assignment.  Should you have need of such, you are required to make an appointment with me to discuss the matter IN PERSON.


Plagiarism or cheating may result in punitive action up to and including an “F” for the course and the recommendation to the Dean for further disciplinary action, including suspension or expulsion!  I hereby refer you to Section III (I) (C) of the West Texas A&M University Student Code of Life.  


*Plagiarism may be defined as:


Presenting work, ideas or phrasing of another, in whole or in part, as one’s own without giving credit and proper documentation of sources.


Copying material directly from sources (including electronic media) except when the material is enclosed in quotation marks and the source is clearly identified.


Paraphrasing too closely to the original, even when the source is identified.





In accordance with the ADA requirements at WT, should you require any special arrangements due to a disability, please let me know at the beginning of the term so that we may arrange accommodation through the appropriate office.











WEEK ONE (August 27 and 29)—Begin reading Maus, all


	*Orientation


	*Unit 1—The Nineteenth Century and World War I





WEEK TWO (September 3 and 5)—Continue reading Maus, all


	*Unit 1—World War I


	*Unit 1—World War II and the Holocaust





WEEK THREE (September 10 and 12)—Finish reading Maus, all (discussion and paper on Tuesday)


	*Unit 1—World War II and the Holocaust


	*Discussion of the Holocaust and Maus on Tuesday, September 10


	*Unit 1—The Cold War





WEEK FOUR (September 17 and 19)—Begin reading Friedman, From Beirut to Jerusalem, pp.


	*Unit 1—The Cold War


	*Unit 2—The Middle east


	*Unit 1 Map Quiz on Tuesday, September 17





WEEK FIVE (September 24 and 26)—Continue reading Friedman, From Beirut…, pp.	


	*Unit 2—The Middle East


	*Unit 1 Exam on Thursday, September 26





WEEK SIX (October 1 and 3)—Finish Friedman, From Beirut… and begin Goldberg, Bias, all


	*Unit 2—The Middle East, continued


	*Discussion of the Middle East and From Beirut… on Thursday, October 1


	*Unit 2 Map Quiz on Thursday, October 1





WEEK SEVEN (October 8 and 10)—Continue reading Goldberg, Bias, all


	*Unit 2—The Balkans





WEEK EIGHT (October 15 and 17)—Finish reading Bias, all (discussion on Tuesday)


*Unit 2 Exam on Thursday, October 17


	*Discussion of media and Bias on Tuesday, October 15
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WEEK NINE (October 22 and 24)—Begin reading Hayslip, When Heaven and Earth Changed Places, all


	*Unit 3—Southeast Asia





WEEK TEN (October 29 and 31)—Continue reading Hayslip, When Heaven and Earth…, all


	*Unit 3—Southeast Asia


	*Unit 3—Indian Subcontinent


	*Unit 3 Map Quiz on Thursday, October 31





WEEK ELEVEN (November 5 and 7)—Finish reading Hayslip, When Heaven and Earth…, all (discussion and paper on Tuesday)


	*Unit 3—Indian Subcontinent


	*Discussion of Vietnam and When Heaven and Earth… on Tuesday, November 5


	*Unit 3 Exam on Thursday, November 7





WEEK TWELVE (November 12 and 14)


	*Unit 4—Russia





WEEK THIRTEEN (November 19 and 21)—Begin reading Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You…


	*Unit 4—China


	*Unit 4 Map Quiz on Thursday, November 21


	*Media Project Due on Thursday, November 21





WEEK FOURTEEN (November 26)—Continue reading Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You…


	*Unit 5—The Periphery





THANKSGIVING BREAK—HAVE A SAFE AND RESTFUL HOLIDAY!





WEEK FIFTEEN (December 3)—Finish Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You… (discussion and paper on Tuesday)


	*Unit 5—Globalization, Terrorism, and the War on Drugs


	*Discussion of Rwanda and We Wish to Inform You…





FINALS WEEK


	*Unit 4 Exam


