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Goals of Student Research:

1.
To educate students in the philosophies, techniques, and tools of research.

2.
To discover new knowledge leading to publication, performance, or exhibition appropriate to the applicant's discipline.

Eligibility:
Any active West Texas A&M University undergraduate student who is in good standing at the time of the project and is being advised in his/her research by a faculty member is eligible to apply for an Undergraduate Student Summer Research grant. Termination of the student’s relationship with WTAMU will result in termination of the grant.

General:

Proposals for grants will be considered on an individual basis by members of the Killgore Research Committee. Final approval of proposals is contingent on the availability of funds. The maximum amount allowable for a proposal is $3,500.  This amount includes a stipend of up to $2,500 to cover student wages.  These funds may also be used for the purchase of supplies, services, etc. to conduct research. Travel expenses may be considered if travel is integral to the collection of data (not the presentation).  Proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on March 25th with decisions announced on or before April 15th.  

Proposal Requirements:
Proposals must follow the format prescribed. Proposals should be prepared using the MS Word form and should include what is to be studied, how it is to be accomplished, and why the study is important. State clearly the length of time needed for the project's completion. Students are required to schedule an appointment with a Killgore Research Committee member from their college to discuss the proposal prior to submission. The Killgore Research Committee member meeting with the student prior to submission must sign the proposal.  
During the review period, all applicants will present to the Committee a brief summary of their project and answer any questions the Committee may have. Applicants should plan on five minutes for the project overview and an additional five minutes for questions. The summary should clearly and concisely state the project’s objectives, the method of study, and the significance of the research. Note that the Committee will have read the proposals, so a detailed description of the project is not necessary. Because of time constraints, electronic media will not be available to you for this presentation; however, additional information may be conveyed to the Committee by handouts. Applicants will be contacted by the Killgore Research Center to schedule a presentation time.
Faculty Advisor:

1.
Type your supporting narrative on the proposal form in the space provided.

2.
Due to limited funds, faculty members are requested to support only one proposal.
3.
Attach student's WTAMU transcript. An unofficial copy printed at the departmental office will be sufficient.

4. Submit the original or an electronic copy with scanned original signatures to April Swindell at aswindell@wtamu.edu.
5. Faculty advisor must sign the student’s research proposal.

6. Killgore Committee member meeting with the student prior to submission must sign the proposal.

ALL PROPOSALS THAT DEAL WITH HUMANS OR ANIMALS MUST GO BEFORE EITHER THE INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD (IRB) FOR HUMAN SUBJECTS OR THE INSTITUTIONAL ANIMAL CARE AND USE COMMITTEE (IACUC). 

Use the following statement to determine if your proposal must go before the Institutional Review Board for Human Subjects:

Human beings may be studied in many ways and under a variety of circumstances and conditions. All research involving human subjects shall be subject to review by the Institutional Review Board (IRB). This includes interviews, tests, observations, and inquiries designed to elicit or obtain non-public information about individuals and groups; a trial or special observation which aims to test a hypothesis to discover some unknown principle or effect; systematic studies in which any substance or stimulus is administered to a subject by any route or method; and studies which involve changes in physical or psychological state or environment, changes in diet, and to the pertinent methods for studying alterations in body functions and behavior under such conditions.

Any questions about whether a particular proposal must be approved by the IRB should be referred to April Swindell, KRC 109, by phone at 806-651-2270 or by email at aswindell@ wtamu.edu.
Research projects requiring IRB approval may be submitted to the IRB committee prior to or after proposal submission.  However, IRB approval must be received on approved grants prior to receipt of funding.
All proposals involving vertebrate animals must have approval from the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).

Any questions about whether a particular proposal must be approved by the IACUC should be referred to April Swindell, KRC 109, by phone at 806-651-2270 or by email at aswindell@ wtamu.edu.
Research projects requiring IACUC approval may be submitted to the IACUC committee prior to or after proposal submission.  However, IACUC approval must be received on approved grants prior to receipt of funding.
A Biohazardous Use Authorization (BUA) is required for laboratory research involving biohazardous materials and for clinical research involving human gene transfer. Obtaining a BUA will help ensure that your research is conducted in compliance with biohazardous materials regulations (e.g., NIH, CDC, OSHA, etc.).

Any questions about whether a particular proposal must be approved by the Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) should be referred to April Swindell, KRC 109, by phone at 806-651-2270 or by email at aswindell@ wtamu.edu.

Research projects requiring IBC approval may be submitted to the IBC committee prior to or after proposal submission.  However, IBC approval must be received on approved grants prior to receipt of funding.

Budget Request 

Each proposal must contain a budget prepared in accordance with the proposed research. Generally, awards are made in the amount of $3,500 or less. All applicants are required to meet with Mr. Steve McLean, Grant Coordinator with Sponsored Research Services, to complete the budget request.  Please contact Mr. McLean at 806-651-2983 to schedule an appointment. Carefully plan budget items within the regulations for expenditures and be able to adequately justify all funds requested. The committee considers the proposal and its budget as submitted. Any budget changes requested after grants are awarded require the approval of the entire Killgore Research Committee, and the Killgore Research Center cannot guarantee changes will be approved or that decisions will be reached in a timely manner.  Budgets must be utilized by August 12, 2011. Unspent funds cannot be carried forward into the next fiscal year.
Applicants must use the budget form provided on the website. Round all items to the nearest dollar. This form also should be brought to the student’s meeting with the Grant Coordinator.
Student Salaries

When requesting student salaries, approximate the required time necessary to complete the project.  (The Killgore Research Committee reserves the right to adjust salary requests.)  The salary needs to be justified and must not exceed $2,500.00.  If the committee approves salary then the student will need to complete the appropriate paperwork at Student Employment Services.  The student time will be entered into TimeTraq and the pay schedule is Bi-Weekly.  There are no exceptions to TimeTraq.
Travel request
Travel for research, including travel to libraries and research archives, will be considered for funding when integral to the research and appropriately justified.

Criteria for Proposal Evaluation:
Proposals will be judged based on the following criteria:

1. Is the focus of the study addressed by the proposed research?
2. Are the proposed research objectives clearly stated, specific, and attainable?

3. Is the research methodology appropriate, clearly defined, and realistic for the time frame of the proposal?

4. Is the budget request reasonable and justified?
5. What is the potential significance of the research?
Requirements for Grant Recipients:
Recipients are required to attend two meetings to discuss their projects: an awards luncheon and a project summary luncheon. 
All recipients must complete Responsible Conduct for Research training online.  WTAMU uses the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) training materials, which are available at https://www.citiprogram.org.  Recipients will need to choose the course best suited to their field of research.  April Swindell (806-651-2270) can provide direction concerning the selection of courses suited to the particular area of research.  Training must be completed before funds can be released.  Please bring your completed certificate to April Swindell, KRC 109.  (NOTE: Training is not required of all applicants, but all recipients.)
Upon completion of the project, students must submit to the Killgore Research Office a report outlining the results of the study. The report format can be found here http://www.wtamu.edu/webres/File/Academics/Killgore/Report.pdf . 
West Texas A&M University must be credited as the source of funds on any publication, presentation, etc.
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