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Student's completing a Master's Degree in the Communication Disorder's Department at West Texas A&M University are eligible for certification by the American Speech Language and Hearing Association (ASHA). This is because our Graduate Program is ASHA accredited. ASHA offers a set Standards which must be met by those students graduating from an accredited program. Achievement of these standards shall be documented by the completion of Knowledge and Skills Acquisition Form, known as the KASA. Although ASHA does not dictate the format for recording the KASA, all accredited programs must maintain a record documenting each student's completion of the various knowledge and skills areas specified by the standards. Thus, all ASHA accredited programs will have some form of a KASA.

About the KASA

This page contains the following:
Overview of the WTAMU KASA 

Two Forms of the KASA
Undergraduate and Graduate Expectations 

More About the KASA
Overview of the WTAMU KASA

Student's completing a Master's Degree in the Communication Disorder's Department at West Texas A&M University are eligible for certification by the American Speech Language and Hearing Association (ASHA).  This is because our Graduate Program is  ASHA accredited. (Click here for ASHA's page on  Accreditation.)  ASHA offers a set Standards which must be met by those students graduating from an accredited program. (Click here for ASHA's page on the Standards.) Achievement of these standards shall be documented by the completion of  Knowledge and Skills Acquisition Form, known as the KASA.  Although ASHA does not dictate the format for recording the KASA, all accredited programs must maintain a record documenting each student's completion of the various knowledge and skills areas specified by the standards. Thus, all ASHA accredited programs will have some form of a KASA. 

Two Forms of the KASA

Currently the Communication Disorders Department at West Texas A&M University has two forms of the KASA.  Knowledge gained through individual classes will be documented on a set of forms known as the Knowledge KASA.  Clinical or practicum experiences will be documented on a second set of forms called the Skills KASA.  The table below will help you differentiate the two  forms of the KASA at WTAMU. There are sections with this documentation providing more information on both the Knowledge and Skills KASAs. 
  



  Documents academic or classroom experiences. 

  Information will be assembled over the course of the program as instructors add a page for each class completed. 

  Pages completed by instructors and maintained both electronically and on paper in the department office for each student . Students may request completed copies at the beginning of the semester following each class. 

  For more information, go to Knowledge KASA 

  Download  a sample of the Knowledge KASA form 



  Documents clinical or practicum experiences. 

  The gold booklet may be purchased at the bookstore. 

  Booklet is maintained by each student. 

  Students must contact supervisors to document completion of the various experiences. 

  For more information, go to Skills  KASA 

  Go to the bookstore and buy a Skills KASA booklet. 

Undergraduate and Graduate Expectations for the KASA

Both graduate and undergraduate students will want to be aware of the KASA and ASHA's Standards. Documentation of the KASA forms (both Skills and Knowledge) will begin at the undergraduate level, however; the majority of the knowledge and skills documented will be at the graduate level.

There are several reasons for this focus on the graduate experience. First, only those holding a master's degree may be certified, thus the master's is the critical degree for certification. Second, ASHA does not accredit undergraduate programs, only graduate programs are accredited. Thus, ASHA holds only indirect influence over undergraduate programs. Third, most knowledge and skills specified on the KASA are professional entry level skills, that is, they are beyond the level of skill expected at the undergraduate level. Again, although most of the documentation on the KASAs are at the graduate level, there will be some documentation for undergraduates. Students should review the KASA Advising page to learn the various requirments addressing the KASA and ASHA Standards. 

Undergraduate students continuing their master's degrees at  training institutions other than WTAMU should be certain to carry a paper copy of all KASA forms with them to their new school. Incoming graduate students who bring KASA documentation from other schools should share this with their academic advisor to be certain that information is recorded on the WTAMU KASA form.  Incoming graduate students without KASA documentation should plan to review their transcripts with their academic advisor to be certain the information from their undergraduate experiences can be recorded on the WTAMU KASA forms. 

More About the KASA

Be sure to visit the following links to enhance your understanding of the KASA at WTAMU. 

More About the Skills KASA
More About the Knowledge KASA
More About Professional Credentials
Link to ASHA's Standards
KASA and Advising
Link to WTAMU's KASA Quizzes
Skills KASA


The Skills KASA tracks each student's achievements in clinical or practicum settings relative to the Standards set forth by ASHA. Students are encouraged to review the Standards from ASHA's web site. (Be sure to use your browser back arrow to return to this page.) Information from the standards will be on the KASA unit quiz, so you really should become familiar with these standards. 
  


This page contains the following information:


Exactly What is the the Skills KASA?
The WTAMU Skills KASA
Key Information Every Student Should Know About the WTAMU Skills KASA
Exactly What is the the Skills  KASA? 
The Skills KASA is a document containing the clinical or practicum skills students must meet to be eligible for ASHA Certification.  There are seven broad ASHA Standards to be met to be eligible for ASHA Certification.  In brief, these standards specify the following: (Students are cautioned to see the entire set of Standards on ASHA's web site, to fully understand each standard and it's implementation). 

  A Master's Degree must be obtained from an accredited institution (Standards I and II) 

  Students must possess a minimal level of Knowledge and Skills related to the profession (Standards III and IV) 

  Student's Knowledge and Skills must be assessed both formatively (during school using the KASA) and sumatively (at the end of school, using the PRAXIS exam) (Standard V) 

  A Clinical Fellowship must be completed (Standard VI) 

  Certification must be maintained through ongoing education (Standard VII) 

The KASA is the documentation of the formative assessment of students knowledge and skills.  At WTAMU, the Knowledge KASA documents Standard III, while the Skills KASA provides documentation for Standard IV. In brief Standard IV includes the following: 

  Standard IV-A: An appropriate sequence of learning should be followed. 

  Standard IV-B:  Eligible candidates for certification should possess skill in oral and written or other forms of communication. 

  Standard IV-C:  Eligible candidates for certification should complete a minimum of 400 clock hours of supervised clinical experience in the practice of speech-language pathology. Twenty-five hours must be spent in clinical observation, and 375 hours must be spent in direct client/patient contact. 

  Standard IV-D: At least 325 of the 400 clock hours must be completed while the applicant is engaged in graduate study. 

  Standard IV-E: Supervision must be provided by individuals who hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence. 

  Standard IV-F: Clinical experiences must include variety across the life span, with culturally/linguistically diverse populations, and with various types and severities of communication and/or related disorders, differences, and disabilities. 
Standard IV-G: The educational experience should be sufficient in breadth and depth to achieve skills outcomes in evaluation, intervention, referral,  and interaction and personal qualities. (Back to top of page.)
The WTAMU Skills KASA 
Every ASHA accredited program should maintain a KASA form of some sort. At WTAMU the KASA is divided into two forms, Knowledge and Skills. The WTAMU Skills KASA is currently a paper booklet. Students purchase the hot pink booklet at the bookstore. During the course of each practicum students are to discuss their experiences relative to the KASA with their supervisor.  As the supervisor and student determine a given skill or experience specified in the Skills KASA has been met, the supervisor initializes and dates that experience. 

(Back to top of page.)
Knowledge KASA

Remember to take the quiz on Knowledge KASA.
This page contains the following:
.
Key Information  
Exactly What is the the Knowledge KASA? 
Where to Find KASA Information 
Criteria for Mastering a Standard 
Recording KASA Information for Each Student

Multiple Opportunities to Demonstrate Competency 
Remediation Opportunities 
In Summary 
How the Electronic KASA works
Key Information Every Student Should Know About the WTAMU Knowledge KASA
The Knowledge KASA tracks each student's achievements in academic classes relative to the Standards set forth by ASHA. Students are encouraged to review the Standards from ASHA's web site. (Be sure to use your browser back arrow to return to this page.) Information from the standards will be on the KASA unit quiz, so you really should become familiar with these standards. 

Exactly What is the the Knowledge KASA? 
Every ASHA accredited program should maintain a KASA form of some sort. At WTAMU the KASA is divided into two forms, Knowledge and Skills. The WTAMU Knowledge KASA is intended to be an electronic document. The data are first recorded on paper and sent to the department secretary who enters the data into electronic storage for each student.  The department will maintain both the electronic records and a paper back up for each student. 

The  Knowledge KASA is a document containing the academic ASHA Standards students must meet to be eligible for ASHA Certification.  There are seven ASHA Standards to be met to be elgible for ASHA Certification.  In brief, these standards specify the following: 

· A Master's Degree must be obtained from an accredited institution (Standards I and II) 

· Students must possess a minimal level of Knowledge and Skills related to the profession (Standards III and IV) 

· Student's Knowledge and Skills must be assessed both formatively (during school using the KASA) and sumatively (at the end of school, using the PRAXIS exam) (Standard V) 

· A Clinical Fellowship must be completed (Standard VI) 

· Certification must be maintained through ongoing education (Standard VII) 

The KASA is the documentation of the formative assessment of students knowledge and skills. At WTAMU, the Knowledge KASA documents Standard III, while the Skills KASA provides documentation for Standard IV. 

Within the Knowledge KASA, the standards are divided into eight sub-skills or areas (we try not to call them sub-standards), which are labeled Standard III A- H. These range from having basic knowledge in biology, science, math, etc. to specific knowledge in the specialty areas in our field, and include knowledge regarding licensing, credentialing, etc.  Within the specialty areas of our profession ASHA identified nine specific areas in which students are to be knowledgeable regarding etiology, characteristics, assessment, prevention,  intervention, etc.. Known as "the big nine," they include: 

  Articulation 

  Fluency 

  Voice and Resonance, including respiration and phonation 

  Receptive and Expressive Language (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics) in speaking, listening, reading, writing, and manual modalities 

  Hearing, including the impact on speech and language 

  Swallowing (oral, pharyngeal, esophageal, and related functions, including oral function for feeding; orofacial myofunction) 

  Cognitive aspects of communication (attention, memory, sequencing, problem-solving, executive functioning) 

  Social aspects of communication (including challenging behavior, ineffective social skills, lack of communication opportunities) 

  Communication modalities (including oral, manual, augmentative, and alternative communication techniques and assistive technologies. 

Standard III is divided to include knowledge of characteristics, etiologies, etc. for each of the big nine. Thus the Standards will appear as Standard III- C: Etiology of Articulation Disorders, or Standard III-C:  Characteristics of Fluency Disorders.  Thus, although there are only seven primary standards, there are in fact, many, many standards which must be met and documented. As will be explained in further detail subsequently, each standard will be addressed in multiple classes. (Back to top of page.) 

Where to Find KASA Information 
The Standards and related knowledge/skill areas addressed in each class should be specified on the course syllabus in the section entitled Learner Outcomes.  The syllabus should also list the specific activities (assignments, exams, etc.) by which each standard will be measured. Following the completion of each class, instructors will review students' performance in relation to the standards addressed in that class. At the end of the semester, a page describing the standards met in each class will  be submitted to the department secretary to be entered into the student's record. Students wishing to obtain a paper copy may ask the department secretary  for a photo copy of each class's page at the beginning of the following semester. (Back to top of page.) 

Grades,  KASA, and "Passing" Standards 
Passing Standards in Courses Out of the Department. Some KASA standards, such as III specify basic courses taught outside of the department, such as biology, math, physics and social sciences.  Many of these same courses also meet WTAMU General Education Requirements.   For those courses which meet both a General Education Requirement and a KASA requirement, WTAMU's standards for successful completion will be applied. That is, if the student performs at a level sufficient to pass WTAMU's General Education Requirements, the student has also passed WTAMU's KASA requirements.  This is especially noteworthy for transfer students, whose math and science grades may be low.  If they were acceptable for WTAMU General Education, they are acceptable for the KASA. (Back to top of page.) 

Passing Standards in Courses Within the Department. How courses are graded is a matter of each instructor's academic freedom.  That is, one instructor may consider 90% an A, while another may consider 94% or 96% the bottom "cut off" for an A.  This variation among instructors reflects their diversity in teaching and measurement styles, and enhances  the students overall academic experience by offering exposure to a diverse array of pedagogical styles.  Similar to the academic freedom of grading, each instructor will set the criterion for "passing" each standard measured in his or her class. One instructor may determine the standard is passed if the student earns a grade of "C" or better on the measurements affiliated with that standard. Another instructor may require a higher level of performance before documenting the student has sufficient knowledge in a given area to to perform safely and at a professional level.  A standard is passed in a class, if the instructor says the measurements have been  passed. A standard is not passed if the instructor says it is not. (Back to top of page.) 

Passing standards and passing classes are only minimally related. A class may be passed even though the student did not pass all ASHA standards measured in that class.  Each KASA standard is measured individually for the class. A student may pass several standards measured in the class, not pass one or more standards and still receive a passing grade for the class. It is unlikely that a student who performs at a failing level for the majority of  KASA standards in a class will be able to pass the class.  If a standard is not passed in a class, there will be other opportunities for the student to demonstrate the necessary skills to pass the standard. See Redemption Opportunities. 
(Back to top of page.) 

Criteria for Mastering a Standard 
Students must pass, or demonstrate competency, for all ASHA Standards in the KASA to be eligible for ASHA certification. 
The minimal criteria for mastery of each standard has been established by the faculty of the Communication Disorders Department. A Standard will be considered met when the student passes the standard in 66% or more of the class in which the standard was measured.  For example, if a standard is addressed in six courses, the student must successfully complete the activities associated with that standard in four classes. If a standard is addressed in only one or two classes, the student must successfully complete the measurements in all classes.  In such instances, the instructor has been asked to ensure there are multiple opportunities to measure the performance related to each standard. (Back to top of page.) 

Students may pass a course without passing all the ASHA Standards affiliated with that course. However, prior to being eligible for ASHA certification, the student must pass 66% or more of each Standard's course measurements. Students who have not passed a standard in 66% of the classes in which the standard was measured, must seek remediation opportunities.  These remediation opportunities may be sought in any class in which the standard was not passed. Given remediation opportunities, the student must demonstrate knowledge and skills sufficient to meet the instructor's criteria for passing the standard in that course. (Back to top of page.) 

Recording KASA Information for Each Student 
Successful completion of Knowledge KASA Standards will be recorded by faculty and advisors.  For those  KASA related classes taught outside the department, the advisor will record the year and semester the class was successfully completed. Students are encouraged to discuss this with their advisors during routine advising sessions. Standards met within CD classes will be recorded by the class instructor. At the end of the semester, each instructor will review the grade book and the KASA standards noted on the syllabus and addressed in the class.  Instructors will note the standards completed on a paper form which will be submitted to the department secretary.  This information will be recorded electronically and the paper copy stored in the student's personal KASA  file. At the beginning of the following semester, students may request a photo copy of the standards for classes completed the previous semester. (Back to top of page.) 

Multiple Opportunities to Demonstrate Competency 
ASHA specifies students must be given several opportunities to address each standard. The Communication Disorders Department at WTAMU has designed a comprehensive scope and sequence in their training program offering students multiple opportunities to address each standard.  For example, one aspect of Standard III-C specifies students are to have knowledge regarding the etiology of swallowing disorders.  This aspect of this standard is addressed in the following courses: CD 412--Anatomy & Neurology, CD 420--Advanced Com Dis,  CD 535--Dysphagia, and CD 536--SVMD. Thus, the standard in this example is addressed in four different classes. By the end of the student's course of study, the student's knowledge regarding the etiology of swallowing disorders should have been measured on four separate occasions.  Similarly, many classes offer multiple measurements of a single standard.  For example, in CD 524,  ASHA Standard III-D: Artic Assessment will be measured on three different exams, as well as an assignment to prepare a resource binder. Thus, students will have many opportunities to demonstrate knowledge pertinent to each Standard. (Back to top of page.) 

Remediation Opportunities 
ASHA also specifies remediiation opportunities are to be available for students demonstrating difficulty meeting the standards. The Communication Disorders Department at WTAMU offers the following remediation strategies. 

1. Multiple opportunities to demonstrate competency. As discussed above, most standards are addressed in several classes.  A student unable to demonstrate a competency in one set of activities with one instructor, may be able to demonstrate competency in a different set of activities with a different instructor. The student need only pass the standard in 66% of the classes in which it is measured to meet criteria for passing the standard. 
2. Individualized remediation. A student not demonstrating competence on a standard in a class may petition the instructor for additional opportunities to demonstrate competency. This demonstration of competency given remedial strategies is in no way related to the grade earned for the course or the individual measurement (i.e.. exam or paper). These individualized remediation programs are at the discretion of the instructor. Listed below are some sample remediation strategies the instructor may apply. Again, remediation strategies are at the instructor's discretion, based on the resources and opportunities available at the time the remediation request is made. 

· Re-take exams or re-do assignments during the semester the class is being taken. It is not expected this will change the class grades. 

· In a subsequent semester, attend the class lectures and activities pertinent to the measurements for that standard. Re-take the exams or re-do the assignments in question at the same time the current semester's students are taking the exam or doing the assignment. 

· Complete a different but related task, such as writing a paper or clinical document, or participate in a clinical activity demonstrating application of the knowledge. 

· Serve as a tutor to others, demonstrating the knowledge specified in the original measurement. 

Instructors will not be expected to offer more than one remediation opportunity per standard per student.  That is, if you didn't "get it" the first time in class, you may petition for a "second chance," but if you don't get it on the "second chance" the instructor and the department are not obligated to offer a "third chance" for you to demonstrate your knowledge for that class's measurement of that standard.  If the student passed the standard on 66% of  other class's measurements of that standard, the standard will be considered met. 

Each and every Knowledge Standard must be passed in 66% of the classes in which it is measured. A student who does not meet the criteria to pass each and every standard will not be eligible for ASHA certification. 

Instructors and students are reminded to document the individualized measurement used on these remedial occasions. (Back to top of page.) 

In Summary 
You have to pass EVERY ASHA standard to be eligible for certification. To pass a Standard, you must pass it in 66% of the classes in which the standard was measured. If you do not pass the standard in 66% of the class measures, you may petition the class instructors (in those classes in which you didn't pass the standard) for remediation activities and a "second chance" at passing the standard in those class. The remediation activity is at the instructor's discretion. The instructors are not obligated to provide more than one "second chance." (Back to top of page.) 

How the Electronic KASA works 
This information is offered more to "brag about the system" than to provide necessary information to students.  Students will receive a paper copy of the standards addressed and met in each class. Students will not need to view their records on the electronic KASA.  Once the paper copy of the KASA information is provided to the department secretary, data will be entered into an electronic record for each student. The electronic KASA may be viewed (by the secretary) 'by classes' for easy data entry and 'by standards' for easy review (by the academic advisor).  When viewed 'By Standards' advisors will be able to tell at a glance, which Standards have been met and which have not. 

Entering the data on a class by class basis is easy.  The standards were addressed and measured within each class. A class-by-class data entry system makes sense. The data will be more useful when viewed as a whole, or by Standards. In this way the viewer will know how many times a standard is measured over the course and sequence of the program.  Specifically the viewer will know if the student has met the standard in the requisite 66% of the classes in which the standard was measured.  The electronic KASA allows the viewer to enter the data on a class-by-class basis, but review each student's data standard-by- standard. 

 If you would like to see the Knowledge KASA in its entirety you may download a copy. You must have Microsoft Excel on your computer for this document to open. Because the department maintains an electronic copy for you, the copy you download  is simply FYI.  Interested students may maintain their own electronic copy of the Knowledge KASA by entering the data from the paper photocopies (obtained the semester following each course), but for most students a paper photocopy should suffice. 


Professional Credentials

Standard III-H specifies students must demonstrate knowledge about certification,  specialty recognition, licensure, and other relevant professional credentials.  To address this standard the following information is presented. 

Remember to take the quiz on Professional Credentials.
This page contains the following:
Governance of Professional Practice 
ASHA and ASHA Certification 

The CAA  
The CFCC 
CCC 
Specialty Recognition
State Licensing 
Teacher Certification 
CASLPA--for Canadians
Governance of Professional Practice

As speech pathologists, our professional practice is governed by a number of different bodies or agencies. These agencies may be... 

· national; such as ASHA; 

· regional, such as State Licensure Boards; 

· specific to employment, such as Educational Standards and Practice Boards (regarding employment in the schools); 

· or specific to a professional interest, such as the Specialty Recognition Boards for Swallowing, Fluency and Language. 

In brief,  employers in all states should  require state licensing. Many employers require ASHA certification, but some require only state license . Public schools typically do no require ASHA certification, but in addition to state Licensure require some form of teacher certification. Typically, the teacher certification of a speech language pathologist, is limited to the practice of speech language pathology.  Each of these agencies will be discussed below. 



ASHA and ASHA Certification

ASHA'S Home Page 
ASHA'S Page on Accreditation 
ASHA'S Page on the Standards 

ASHA 
ASHA, the American Speech Language and Hearing Association represents more than 115,000 members and affiliates. ASHA is charged with many responsibilities to ensure all persons with communication disorders are treated safely, ethically, appropriately and effectively.  ASHA is a self governing body of professionals with many member-volunteers sharing time and leadership, serving as national officers and committee members. As such, ASHA is not "them," but rather "us."  Input from all ASHA members is needed to maintain a strong and effective organization.  A number of full time employees also staff the national office. 

Among the many sub-committees of ASHA are the CFCC and the CAA.  The CFCC is the Council for Clinical Certification which sets the standards clinicians must meet to earn and maintain the Certificate of Clinical Competence, or CCC (often called 'the C's). The Council on Academic Accreditation or CAA accredits graduate programs in speech language pathology and audiology. In combination, these two committees have a powerful influence over students aspiring to become Speech Language Pathologists or Audiologists. 

The CAA 
The CAA accredits graduate programs in speech pathology and audiology. Requirements for accreditation  may be found  on the ASHA web site. In brief, accredited programs must: 

· be part of a regionally accredited college or university, 

· offer a master's and/or doctoral degree in audiology or speech-language pathology, 

· have enough trained, competent and up-to-date staff faculty/instructional staff; 

· offer academic and clinical education sufficient to permit students to meet ASHA recognized national standards for entry into professional practice, 

· treat students fairly and appropriately , and 
have adequate resources to train students (including office, clinic and classroom space; technology and equipment; libraries; and clients or practicum sites.

The CFCC 
The CFCC sets the standards applicants must meet to earn the Certificate of Clinical Competence or CCC. 

CCC 
The standards are describe in full detail on the ASHA page, and in less detail on the WTAMU KASA Page  In brief, the standards include: 

· a master's degree from an accredited program, 

· appropriate course work and practica. 

· completion of the PRAXIS exam, 

· a variety of supervised clinical practicum experiences, 

· a Clinical Fellowship, and 

· ongoing education to maintain certification. 

Applicants completing a master's degree from an ASHA accredited program and applying for Cs within three years of graduation are considered "pass-through," that is their academic records are not reviewed individually. The Program Chair at the university granting the degree signs much of the paperwork for pass-through applicants. Non-pass-through applicants include those who apply more than three years after the date their degree is awarded, graduated from a program that had its accreditation withdrawn before their graduation, or received their graduate degree from an institution outside the United States from an agency without reciprocal certification agreement with ASHA. For more information regarding non-pass through applicants see the ASHA web site on certification.  WTAMU graduates applying within three years of completing their master's degree will be 'pass-through' applicants. 

Joint Statement of Expectations 
CAA and CFCC issue joint statement of expectations related to the implementation of new audiology and speech-language 
pathology certification standards. 



Specialty Recognition

 Specialty Recognition Boards are ASHA's way of  noting expertise in a given area.  Currently there are Specialty Recognition Boards in the areas of Fluency, Swallowing and Child Language. These boards recognize speech-language pathologists with advanced knowledge, skills and experience in a given area. The boards are not designed to prevent others holding CCCs to practice in the discipline, but rather recognize an expertise that may be beneficial for consumers, referrals, payor sources, employment and promotion.  Students are encouraged to review ASHA's pages on specialty Recognition: 
http://www.asha.org/about/membership-certification/specialty-recognition/ASHA-Clinical-Specialty-Recognition.htm 

State Licensing

Nearly all employers will specify a set of credentials required for professional employment as a speech pathologist.  All states require some form of licensing.  These are summarized on ASHA's web site. Thus, students seeking employment in the US will want to become familiar with the licensing requirements of the state in which they seek employment. 

Texas State Licensure

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

1100 West 49th Street (Austin, Texas 78756-3183
Phone: (512) 834-6627 ( Fax: (512) 834-6677

E-mail: speech@dshs.state.tx.us
 www.dshs.state.tx.us/speech/
Initial Licensure Requirements include the following. 

· Original transcript showing your masters degree conferred and required coursework.

· Coursework & Clinical Experience Form

· Original Praxis examination, showing a score of 600 or higher.

· 375 hour clinical practicum 
http://www.asha.org/about/membership-certification/new_standards.htm

New Certification Standards

Effective 2005 for Speech-Language Pathology

Speech-Language Pathology

Effective January 1, 2006, applicants for certification in speech-language pathology (CCC-SLP) must apply under the 2005 Standards for Certification in Speech-Language Pathology standards. Applications received on or after January 1, 2006, will be evaluated against the 2005 SLP certification standards.

· 2005 Standards for the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathology (CCC-SLP)   

· Application Instructions and Form for 2005 Speech-Language Pathology Certification Standards (PDF format) for individuals applying for certification (CCC-SLP) under the 2005 standards. 

· Frequently Asked Questions about the 2005 Certification Standards in Speech-Language Pathology 

Note: The implementation language in the new speech-language pathology standards makes reference to the Knowledge And Skills Acquisition Summary (KASA) form that will be used by students and programs to track the student's acquisition of the requisite knowledge and skills for ASHA certification. This form is now available on the Web in pdf format:
Knowledge And Skills Acquisition Summary (KASA) form for Certification in Speech-Langauge Pathology
Agencies Specifying Requirements 
ASHA Standards at the Undergraduate Level 
In-Department Required Courses 

Out-of-Department Required Courses
Other Out of Department Undergraduate Requirements 
A Good Plan
Agencies Specifying Requirements

There are several different, but related agencies, which work together to determine the best sequence of courses to prepare students for a career in Communication Disorders. 

1. WTAMU specifies a series of General Education Courses which must be completed to ensure all graduates have a well rounded education.  These are listed in the Catalog and on the web site. 

2. ASHA, our professional organization and accrediting agency, specifies a sequence of courses which must be completed by the end of the Master's program to verify the individual is prepared for a career in the delivery of services in either Speech Language Pathology or Audiology.  These are listed in the ASHA Standards and on the WTAMU KASA forms. 

3. The Communication Disorders Department sets forth a sequence of courses which must be met to earn a Bachelor's or Master's Degree in Communication Disorders. Because the department is familiar with both WTAMU's and ASHA's requirements, a sincere effort has been made to identify those courses offered at WTAMU which will best meet ASHA's standards and prepare students for future employment. 

4. North Dakota Teacher Certification sets the requirements for those working in the public schools. 



 ASHA Standards at the Undergraduate Level

Although ASHA only certifies those with a Master's degree, several of the ASHA standards for certification pertain to undergraduate classes.  Therefore, regardless of where a student completed his/her undergraduate degree, at the completion of the Master's, the courses recorded on the undergraduate transcript become important.  For this reason, the CD Department at WTAMU, requires undergraduate students  complete a series of course work designed to meet the ASHA standards.  In rare circumstances it is possible for students to graduate from WTAMU or other undergraduate programs without one or more of these required courses.  Although the student can graduate without the specified course, the student is not eligible for ASHA certification without the course or its equivalent. 

In-Department Required Courses

The undergraduate courses required in the department are designed to prepare students for a Master's program.  Most ASHA standards specify knowledge and skills be demonstrated at a level equivalent to the entry level of the professional,  While many of these knowledge and skill areas are also addressed in undergraduate classes, they are addressed at a pre professional level. Thus, only a few activities in the undergraduate courses are tied to ASHA standards. 

In-department required undergraduate courses are required for graduation, and cannot be waived.  Transfer students may substitute classes from other accredited programs with equivalent content pending approval of their advisor and department chair. 

 Out-of-Department Required Courses

ASHA  Standard III-A specifies basic courses in the following areas: biological sciences, physical sciences, mathematics, and social/behavioral sciences. 

The CD department requires the following courses in compliance with this standard: 

General Education Science Courses.   West Texas A&M University requires the students to complete eight semester hours in General Education Science Courses.  The courses which “count” for this are listed in the General Education Courses. Although WTAMU will "count" any of the listed courses, ASHA Standards require one biological science course and one physical science course. Many advisors suggest Bio 111 and Phys 105, however; any biological science or physical science will do.   Physical sciences include geology, chemistry, physics, etc. Biological sciences include anatomy, biology, zoology, etc. Transfer students may graduate from WTAMU with other sciences, but will not be eligible for ASHA certification without one biological and one physical science course on their transcript.  Similarly, graduate and post-bacalaureate students will want to be certain a physical and biological science are on their transcripts. 

 Please note: WTAMU recently changed the general ed courses. Biology 115 will not count as a general ed course in the future. It will count for those who have already taken it. It will not count in the future, so don't sign up for Bio 115, unless you want it as an elective. ASHA doesn't care a fig about what counts as a general ed at WTAMU. ASHA will count ANY biological science. 

Math.  WTAMU requires Math 103 or higher.  ASHA Standard III-A specifies college level math.  In this case WTAMU has the more rigorous standard. Math 101 or 102 may be necessary to prepare the student for Math 103, but only 103 or higher general education math courses will meet the WTAMU requirement.  Students are encouraged to take the math placement exam prior to enrolling in Math 103 to be certain they are prepared for this course. 

 Social Sciences. WTAMU requires both Psych 111 and Soc. 101. These will meet the ASHA Standard III-A requirements as well.  Although ASHA only requires one course, WTAMU requires both Psych and Soc. Post-bacalaureate and Masters' students will want to be certain a social science course in on their transcript. 

ASHA  Standard III-F: specifies students must have knowledge related to the processes used in research. 

Statistics.  CD undergraduate requirements specify a statistics class. We recommend Psych. Stats, because its easier for "non-math" people. You can take Math Stats if you want. Post-bacalaureate and Master's students without a statistics class, must demonstrate knowledge and skill in this area to be eligible for ASHA certification.  Typically, this means taking a statistics class. 

 ASHA Standard III-C: specifies students must demonstrate knowledge of ....communication modalities... including ...manual communication 

Sign Language.  ASHA Standard III-C specifies the student must be versed in multiple communication modalities.  Demonstrating knowledge and skill in sign language is part of  this Standard. This was not specified as a requirement for graduation in the 2002-2004 WTAMU undergraduate catalog.  It is a required course in all subsequent catalogs.  Regardless of its "requirement" for graduation, proficiency in multiple communication modalities (including manual communication) will be needed for ASHA certification upon completion of the Master's degree. Although a regular college course on a transcript is an easy way to document proficiency in sign language, there are other ways.  A quick search of sign language courses online produced the following options.: 

· http://www.signingonline.com/demo/courses/index.html 

· more listings to come 



Other Out of Department Undergraduate Requirements

Many other out of department courses are required for undergraduate graduation. These are specified in the catalog and on the course advising sheet. These courses were selected to provide necessary background information to best prepare students to benefit from their Masters' program. 

 The Department of Communication Disorders specifies that undergraduate students are to take 
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A Good Plan
It is a good plan to have a plan.  Students should plan the following regarding advising. 

· Schedule an advising appointment well in advance. Advisors are busy people. Its unrealistic to expect drop-in advising or even same-day appointments.  Especially in the fall when advising occurs during the national ASHA convention and Thanksgiving Holiday, appointments need to be made well in advance. Advisors at WTAMU are different people and have different preferences for how they are contacted; some have a sign up sheet on their doors, while others prefer to schedule via email. Ask your advisor how to best contact her/him. 
  

· Come Prepared. Bring a WRITTEN plan of the courses you plan to take. Most advisor also require you bring the yellow and salmon-colored tracking sheets and your college catalog. Many advisors will not see students who do not bring all of these items. 
  

· There will ALWAYS be a hold on your registration.  A hold is placed on your registration by the secretary. Its called an advisors hold, but its placed by the secretary.  It will be removed each semester, AFTER you have seen your advisor, AND given a signed Student Information Form to the secretary.  This provides the department with a current address each semester. 
  

· Plan ahead. Many required courses are offered at the exact same in the same semester, thus they must be taken different years.  If you wait till your Junior year to discover you have three required classes offered at 2:00 on Tuesday and Thursday you will have problems.  Students are encouraged to develop a "four-year" plan for all semesters by their sophomore year if not sooner.  Classes are typically taught the same time the same semester year after year. Although there is some minor variation from year to year there is much more consistency.  You have to spend time to save time. It may take several hours to plan what courses to take which semester over four years.  It will take even more time if you have to take an extra semester to "fit in" all the required courses.  Begin by identifying when CD are taught.   Psychology courses are typically only taught once per year and could be considered next. Then enter the remaining requirements into your four-year plan.  A few courses may change over the four years, but most will remain the same. 
  



ASHA Standards at the Graduate Level
The majority of standards will be addressed at the graduate level. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the Standards, the KASA, and the two KASAs at WTAMU.
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